Bible Study of Mark’s Gospel

Mark 14:1-11 Jesus anointed at Bethany

Discussion: Have you ever received support from an unexpected quarter? How did it feel?

Mark 14

Matthew 26

John 12

Jesus anointed at Bethany

1 Now the Passover and the
Festival of Unleavened Bread
were only two days away,
and the chief priests and the
teachers of the law were
scheming to arrest Jesus
secretly and kill him. 2 ‘But
not during the festival,” they
said, ‘or the people may riot.’

Jesus anointed at Bethany

2 “As you know, the

Passover is two days away —
and the Son of Man will be
handed over to be crucified.”
3 Then the chief priests and
the elders of the people
assembled in the palace of the
high priest, whose name was
Caiaphas, 4 and they schemed
to arrest Jesus secretly and kill
him. 5 “But not during the
festival,” they said, “or there
may be a riot among the
people.”

Jesus anointed at Bethany

1 Six days before the Passover,
Jesus came to Bethany, where
Lazarus lived, whom Jesus had
raised from the dead.

3 While he was in Bethany,
reclining at the table in the
home of Simon the Leper, a
woman came with an
alabaster jar of very
expensive perfume, made of
pure nard. She broke the jar
and poured the perfume on
his head.

6 While Jesus was in Bethany
in the home of Simon the
Leper, 7 a woman came to him
with an alabaster jar of very
expensive perfume, which she
poured on his head as he was
reclining at the table.

2 Here a dinner was given in
Jesus’ honour. Martha served,
while Lazarus was among
those reclining at the table
with him. 3 Then Mary took
about half a litre of pure nard,
an expensive perfume; she
poured it on Jesus’ feet and
wiped his feet with her hair.
And the house was filled with
the fragrance of the perfume.

4 Some of those present
were saying indignantly to
one another, ‘Why this waste
of perfume? 5 It could have
been sold for more than a
year’s wages and the money
given to the poor.’

8 When the disciples saw this,
they were indignant. ‘Why this
waste?’ they asked. 9 ‘This
perfume could have been sold
at a high price and the money
given to the poor.’

4 But one of his disciples,
Judas Iscariot, who was later
to betray him, objected,

5 ‘Why wasn’t this perfume
sold and the money given to
the poor? It was worth a year’s
wages.’

And they rebuked her
harshly.

6 He did not say this because
he cared about the poor but
because he was a thief; as
keeper of the money bag, he
used to help himself to what
was put into it.
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6 ‘Leave her alone,’ said Jesus.
‘Why are you bothering her?
She has done a beautiful thing
to me. 7 The poor you will
always have with you, and you
can help them any time you
want. But you will not always
have me. 8 She did what she
could. She poured perfume on
my body beforehand to
prepare for my burial.

10 Aware of this, Jesus said to
them, ‘Why are you bothering
this woman? She has done a
beautiful thing to me. 11 The
poor you will always have with
you, but you will not always
have me. 12 When she poured
this perfume on my body, she
did it to prepare me for burial.

7 ‘Leave her alone,’ Jesus
replied. ‘It was intended that
she should save this perfume
for the day of my burial.

8 You will always have the
poor among you, but you will
not always have me.’

9 Truly I tell you, wherever the
gospel is preached throughout
the world, what she has done
will also be told, in memory of
her.’

13 Truly | tell you, wherever
this gospel is preached
throughout the world, what
she has done will also be told,
in memory of her.’

9 Meanwhile a large crowd of
Jews found out that Jesus
was there and came, not only
because of him but also to
see Lazarus, whom he had
raised from the dead. 10 So
the chief priests made plans
to kill Lazarus as well, 11 for
on account of him many of
the Jews were going over to
Jesus and believing in him.

Mark 14

Matthew 26

Luke 22

Judas agrees to betray Jesus

Judas agrees to betray Jesus

Judas agrees to betray Jesus
1 Now the Festival of
Unleavened Bread, called the
Passover, was approaching,

2 and the chief priests and
the teachers of the law were
looking for some way to get
rid of Jesus, for they were
afraid of the people. 3 Then
Satan entered Judas, called
Iscariot, one of the Twelve.

10 Then Judas Iscariot, one of
the Twelve, went to the chief
priests to betray Jesus to
them. 11 They were delighted
to hear this and promised to
give him money.

14 Then one of the Twelve —
the one called Judas Iscariot —
went to the chief priests
15 and asked, ‘What are you
willing to give me if | deliver
him over to you?’ So they
counted out for him thirty
pieces of silver.

4 And Judas went to the chief
priests and the officers of the
temple guard and discussed
with them how he might
betray Jesus. 5 They were
delighted and agreed to give
him money.

So he watched for an
opportunity to hand him over.

16 From then on Judas
watched for an opportunity to
hand him over.

6 He consented, and watched
for an opportunity to hand
Jesus over to them when no
crowd was present.
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Comparison

e Mark’s account includes the conspiracy of the Chief Priests and Scribes to kill Jesus.

e  The anointing of Jesus described in Mark and Matthew is almost identical, while the
parallel account in John’s Gospel has several minor differences.

e While missing from Luke’s narrative, an anointing is described in Luke 7:36-50 but is
considered by many scholars to be a different occasion as it occurred in Galilee and
several years earlier in Jesus’ ministry.22

e Luke then re-joins the Gospel narrative at the point Judas decides to betray Jesus:

I"

Going Deeper: Jesus anointed by a “sinful” woman in Luke 7:36-50

36 When one of the Pharisees invited Jesus to have dinner with him, he went to the
Pharisee’s house and reclined at the table. 37 A woman in that town who lived a sinful
life learned that Jesus was eating at the Pharisee’s house, so she came there with an
alabaster jar of perfume. 38 As she stood behind him at his feet weeping, she began to
wet his feet with her tears. Then she wiped them with her hair, kissed them and poured
perfume on them.

39 When the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said to himself, “If this man
were a prophet, he would know who is touching him and what kind of woman she is—
that she is a sinner.” 40 Jesus answered him, “Simon, | have something to tell you.”
“Tell me, teacher,” he said. 41 “Two people owed money to a certain moneylender.
One owed him five hundred denarii, and the other fifty. 42 Neither of them had the
money to pay him back, so he forgave the debts of both. Now which of them will love
him more?” 43 Simon replied, “I suppose the one who had the bigger debt forgiven.”
“You have judged correctly,” Jesus said.

44 Then he turned toward the woman and said to Simon, “Do you see this woman? |
came into your house. You did not give me any water for my feet, but she wet my feet
with her tears and wiped them with her hair. 45 You did not give me a kiss, but this
woman, from the time | entered, has not stopped kissing my feet. 46 You did not put
oil on my head, but she has poured perfume on my feet. 47 Therefore, | tell you, her
many sins have been forgiven—as her great love has shown. But whoever has been
forgiven little loves little.”

48 Then Jesus said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.” 49 The other guests began to say
among themselves, “Who is this who even forgives sins?” 50 Jesus said to the
woman, “Your faith has saved you; go in peace.”

e We also observe that the date mentioned in John’s account (concerning the Passover) is
a few days earlier, although John may be pointing to when Jesus arrived.
e The Table on the following page lists the differences and similarities between all four

Gospel accounts regarding the anointing itself:
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Mark 14:3-9 Matt 26:6-13 John 12:1-8 Luke 7:36-50
Location House of Simon | House of Simon | Home of Mary, ||| At the home of a
the Leper the Leper Martha, and Pharisee named
Lazarus Simon
Region Bethany Bethany Bethany Galilee
When final week final week final week early in ministry
Name of Unnamed (not Unnamed (not Mary (follower, |fl Unnamed (a well-
woman called a sinner) | called asinner) | nota sinner) known sinner)
Position at | Reclining Reclining Reclining Reclining
table
Container Alabaster jar Alabaster jar Pint Alabaster jar
Contents Expensive Expensive Expensive Perfume
perfume (nard) | perfume perfume (nard)
Where On head On head On feet On feet. Also wet
poured his feet with tears
and kissed feet.
Wiped feet with [f| Wiped feet with
hair hair
Who Some people (of | Disciples (of Judas Iscariot Pharisee
complained | waste) waste) (of waste)
Reason Loss of money Loss of money Loss of money Touched by a
(300 Denarii) (300 Denarii) (300 Denarii) sinner
Response Always have the | Always have the | Always have the || A talk about love
by Jesus poor with you poor with you poor with you and forgiveness
Explanation | In preparation In preparation In preparation
of the act of his burial of his burial of his burial
Figure 69: Table of Gospel Comparisons for the Anointing of Jesus
Context

e Mark has presented this narrative as another “Mark Sandwich”, the outer layers

opening with the Pharisees’ plot to kill Jesus and concluding with Judas planning to

betray Jesus to them. The “filler” is the contrasting reaction of the woman who has

recognised Jesus as the Messiah and whose actions are a symbolic preparation for his

burial.? It juxtaposes an act of great love and devotion with an act of treachery.*®

e  With the arrival of pilgrims, Jerusalem's population would have been four times its

usual size for the Passover festival, perhaps 250,000 people.b’ Josephus notes that this

was a more dangerous time, more prone to riots by Jews, as a consequence of their

nationalist feelings and hopes of deliverance from the oppression of the Roman

occupiers. For the Jews, the Passover relived the Exodus experience, their liberation

from the Egyptians.®

Page 282




Bible Study of Mark’s Gospel

Key Points

The Pharisees were keen to arrest Jesus, but this would have to be delayed until after
the festival, being too provocative an act during this period of heightened emotions
during the Festival. Judas changes all this by offering the Pharisees an opportunity to
arrest him.? The Pharisees were seeking an opportunity to arrest Jesus, while Judas was
seeking an opportunity to hand him over.*°
Lepers were isolated from society, so it is reasonable to assume that Simon had been
healed of the disease. The similarities between Mark, Matthew and John are significant.
If Mary, sister of Lazarus and Martha, was the unnamed woman in Mark’s account,
Simon might have been the father of all three.!
The alabaster jar was itself unimportant, a very common item. But it contained a costly
perfume from India, worth more than a year’s wages. The neck of the bottle was
broken, and the woman poured the entire contents red over Jesus’s head. The
alabaster jar was probably a family heirloom worth about 300 Denarii.t?
The Disciples were “indignant” at the apparent “waste” (in Matthew’s Gospel, and just
Judas in John’s Gospel) because of its value and how this might have benefitted the
poor. However, they would always have opportunities in the future to assist the poor
as they are an ever-present feature in society. Her act was preparing him for burial.
Note that it is her deed (and not her name) that will always be remembered.'34
There is no clear explanation as to why Judas decided to betray Jesus; he did so, but
within God's sovereign plan.'>® The reason for the betrayal is unimportant to the story.
Judas was not required to give evidence and was absent from the trial. The Sanhedrin
needed him only to pinpoint exactly where Jesus would be, the time and place where
he could be seized.1’*8 The trial itself would later focus on Jesus’ claims to be the
Messiah.
Jesus’ words anticipate an interval between his death and the Parousia, stating that

a) the poor would always be there and could, therefore, be assisted in the future, and

b) that her action would be shared wherever the Gospel was preached.*®

Discussion: If Jesus were to turn up, right now in this room, how might we react? How

might we worship him?
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