Bible Study of Mark’s Gospel

Mark 14:12-26 The Last Supper and betrayal by Judas

Discussion: When does a meal become a special occasion for you? Do you have any cultural

or family traditions that make it extra special? When do you ever “dress for dinner”?

Mark 14 Matthew 26 Luke 22
The Last Supper The Last Supper The Last Supper
12 On the first day of the 17 On the first day of the 7 Then came the day of

Festival of Unleavened Bread,
when it was customary to
sacrifice the Passover lamb,

Festival of Unleavened Bread,

Unleavened Bread on which
the Passover lamb had to be
sacrificed.

Jesus’ disciples asked him,
‘Where do you want us to go
and make preparations for you
to eat the Passover?’

the disciples came to Jesus and
asked, ‘Where do you want us
to make preparations for you to
eat the Passover?’

8 Jesus sent Peter and John,
saying, ‘Go and make
preparations for us to eat the
Passover.” 9 ‘Where do you
want us to prepare for it?’ they
asked.

13 So he sent two of his
disciples, telling them, ‘Go into
the city, and a man carrying a
jar of water will meet you.
Follow him. 14 Say to the
owner of the house he enters,
“The Teacher asks: where is
my guest room, where | may
eat the Passover with my
disciples?”

18 He replied, ‘Go into the city
to a certain man and tell him,
“The Teacher says: my
appointed time is near. | am
going to celebrate the Passover
with my disciples at your
house.”

10 He replied, ‘As you enter
the city, a man carrying a jar of
water will meet you. Follow
him to the house that he
enters, 11 and say to the
owner of the house, “The
Teacher asks: where is the
guest room, where | may eat
the Passover with my
disciples?”

15 He will show you a large
room upstairs, furnished and
ready. Make preparations for
us there.’

12 He will show you a large
room upstairs, all furnished.
Make preparations there.’

16 The disciples left, went into
the city and found things just
as Jesus had told them. So
they prepared the Passover.

19 So the disciples did as Jesus
had directed them and prepared
the Passover.

13 They left and found things
just as Jesus had told them. So
they prepared the Passover.

17 When evening came, Jesus
arrived with the Twelve.

18 While they were reclining at
the table eating,

20 When evening came, Jesus
was reclining at the table with
the Twelve.

14 When the hour came, Jesus
and his apostles reclined at the
table.

he said, ‘Truly | tell you, one of
you will betray me — one who
is eating with me.

21 And while they were eating,
he said, ‘Truly | tell you, one of
you will betray me.’

21 But the hand of him who is
going to betray me is with
mine on the table.
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19 They were saddened, and
one by one they said to him,
‘Surely you don’t mean me?’
20 ‘It is one of the Twelve,’
he replied, ‘one who dips
bread into the bowl! with me.

22 They were very sad and began
to say to him one after the other,
‘Surely you don’t mean me,
Lord?’ 23 Jesus replied, ‘The one
who has dipped his hand into the
bowl with me will betray me.

21 The Son of Man will go

just as it is written about him.

But woe to that man who
betrays the Son of Man! It
would be better for him if he
had not been born.’

24 The Son of Man will go just as
it is written about him. But woe
to that man who betrays the Son
of Man! It would be better for
him if he had not been born.’

25 Then Judas, the one who
would betray him, said, ‘Surely
you don’t mean me, Rabbi?’ Jesus
answered, ‘You have said so.’

22 The Son of Man will go as it
has been decreed. But woe to
that man who betrays him/!’
23 They began to question
among themselves which of
them it might be who would
do this.

15 And he said to them, ‘I have
eagerly desired to eat this
Passover with you before |
suffer. 16 For | tell you, | will
not eat it again until it finds
fulfilment in the kingdom of
God.

17 After taking the cup, he
gave thanks and said, ‘Take
this and divide it among you.
18 For | tell you I will not drink
again from the fruit of the vine
until the kingdom of God
comes.’

22 While they were eating,
Jesus took bread, and when
he had given thanks, he
broke it and gave it to his
disciples, saying, ‘Take it; this
is my body.’

26 While they were eating, Jesus
took bread, and when he had
given thanks, he broke it and gave
it to his disciples, saying, ‘Take
and eat; this is my body.’

19 And he took bread, gave
thanks and broke it, and gave
it to them, saying, ‘This is my
body given for you; do this in
remembrance of me.

23 Then he took a cup, and
when he had given thanks,
he gave it to them, and they
all drank from it. 24 ‘This is
my blood of the covenant,
which is poured out for
many,” he said to them.

27 Then he took a cup, and when
he had given thanks, he gave it to
them, saying, ‘Drink from it, all of
you. 28 This is my blood of the
covenant, which is poured out for
many for the forgiveness of sins.

20 In the same way, after the
supper he took the cup,
saying, ‘This cup is the new
covenant in my blood, which is
poured out for you.

Page 285




Bible Study of Mark’s Gospel

25 ‘Truly | tell you, | will not 29 | tell you, | will not drink from

drink again from the fruit of | this fruit of the vine from now on
the vine until that day when | | until that day when | drink it new
drink it new in the kingdom with you in my Father’s kingdom.’

of God.
26 When they had sung a 30 When they had sung a hymn,
hymn, they went out to the they went out to the Mount of
Mount of Olives. Olives.

Comparison

As we compare this section of the Synoptic Gospels, please observe the liberty taken to
move Luke 22:21-23 (highlighted by blue font) to align more accurately to the parallel
verses of Mark and Matthew. Luke introduces additional details about the Last Supper
(not included in this study), such as a dispute that arose between the disciples.

The Synoptics identify the date as the first day of the Festival of Unleavened Bread.
None of the Disciples knew where the Passover meal was to be eaten. Mark tells us that
two disciples (whom Luke identifies as Peter and John) were instructed to meet
someone who would lead them to a house where they could prepare the meal. In Mark
and Luke, Jesus states that this man would be carrying a jar of water.

The owner of the house would then show them a room that was already furnished in
readiness, and the disciples would then make the food preparations.?%2!

The two Disciples left and followed Jesus’ instructions.

Later, once they had all arrived and the Twelve were reclining at the table, Jesus
announced that he was going to be betrayed by one of them. Mark and Matthew report
that they were saddened and began questioning who it might be. There were likely
additional people present at the meal, perhaps other disciples (and certainly people
who would have been serving), but only the Twelve had positions at the table.?? Jesus
clarified that it would be as definitely being one of the Twelve, that is, one who had
dipped their hand into the common bowl! with him. The Synoptics agree it would be a
terrible outcome for that betrayer, with Mark and Matthew confirming that “it would
have been better if he had not been born”. Only Matthew identifies the betrayer as
Judas, perhaps in a private aside with Jesus.

All three Synoptics describe how Jesus introduced new aspects to the usual, formal

structure of a Passover meal, describing a new covenant to them.

Page 286




Bible Study of Mark’s Gospel

In all three Synoptics, Jesus explains how they are to drink the wine henceforth and eat
the bread as a remembrance of him, the bread representing his body, and the wine
representing his blood which had been “poured out for many/you”.

Jesus told them that he would not drink wine again (or, in Luke, eat the Passover again)
until later in his Father’s kingdom.

They concluded the evening singing a hymn and then went out to the Mount of Olives.

Context

These verses are part of another “Mark sandwich”, where the Last Supper meal (Mark
14:22-25) sits between the predicted betrayal by Judas (Mark 14:17-21) and of Jesus’
prediction that Peter and the others would deny him (Mark 14:26-31).23:24

John’s Gospel also records the Last Supper. There, Jesus explained in advance what
would happen so that the Disciples would later realise these events were not a disaster

but part of the Father’s sovereign plan for them and, indeed, for all mankind.?®

Going Deeper: Parallel verses of the Last Supper from John 13

1 It was just before the Passover Festival. Jesus knew that the hour had come for him
to leave this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world,
he loved them to the end. 2 The evening meal was in progress, and the devil had
already prompted Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot, to betray Jesus. 3 Jesus knew that
the Father had put all things under his power, and that he had come from God and
was returning to God...

18 “l am not referring to all of you; | know those | have chosen. But this is to fulfil this
passage of Scripture: ‘He who shared my bread has turned against me.’ 19 “l am telling
you now before it happens, so that when it does happen you will believe that | am who
I am. 20 Very truly | tell you, whoever accepts anyone | send accepts me; and whoever
accepts me accepts the one who sent me.” 21 After he had said this, Jesus was troubled
in spirit and testified, “Very truly | tell you, one of you is going to betray me.” 22 His
disciples stared at one another, at a loss to know which of them he meant. 23 One of
them, the disciple whom Jesus loved, was reclining next to him. 24 Simon Peter
motioned to this disciple and said, “Ask him which one he means.” 25 Leaning back
against Jesus, he asked him, “Lord, who is it?” 26 Jesus answered, “It is the one to
whom | will give this piece of bread when | have dipped it in the dish.” Then, dipping
the piece of bread, he gave it to Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot. 27 As soon as Judas
took the bread, Satan entered into him. So Jesus told him, “What you are about to do,
do quickly.” 28 But no one at the meal understood why Jesus said this to him. 29 Since
Judas had charge of the money, some thought Jesus was telling him to buy what was
needed for the festival, or to give something to the poor. 30 As soon as Judas had taken
the bread, he went out. And it was night.
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Key Points

e A man carrying water would have been unusual, as this was the work of women.2%27

Going Deeper: The narrative structure employed by Mark
The Greek words used are almost identical to the story of retrieving a colt at the
earlier Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem: 282°

Greek sentence construct Mark 11:1-6 Mark 14:13-16
“And he sends two of his “...find a colt that is “...a man carrying a jar of
disciples and says to them ‘Go tethered there that has water will meet you. Follow
into the city/village and...”” never been ridden before.”  him.”
“Say... ‘The Teacher/Lord.....”” “needs it and will send it “...ask where is my guest
back shortly.” room, where | may eat the
Passover with my disciples?”
“And they entered/departed...” “...they went...” “... they went into the city...”
“..and found ... just as “...the colt tied up in the “... things just as Jesus had
he/Jesus said...and...” street outside...” told them.
“They answered... and the “So they prepared the
people let them go”. Passover.”

However, these stories demonstrate further evidence of the degree to which
Jesus was in full control of unfolding events, such as the prediction of Judas’
betrayal and Peter’s denial of Jesus.3°

e Luke 22:6 confirms that Judas was looking for an opportunity to hand Jesus over “when
no crowd was present” to make it easier for an arrest to take place without causing
unrest among the people. Jesus ensured he could enjoy the Passover with his Disciples
as none of them had been told where it might occur. An arrest would have to wait until
later when Judas knew Jesus would be in the Garden of Gethsemane on the Mount of
Olives. The Passover meal had to be eaten within the walled city of Jerusalem, but they
were required to spend the night there (rather than return to Bethany) with the Mount
of Olives counted as part of “greater Jerusalem” for the festival 3132

e Reclining at the table (v18) was not an ordinary way of eating, but it was common at a
feast meal.3® The tables may have been organised in the form of a triclinium.3*

e Regardless of any later remorse by Judas, Jesus states that “it would have been better if
he had never been born”. Judas's decision to betray Jesus (plus Jesus’ prediction that he
would do so) shows that human freedom and divine sovereignty exist together, side by
side, and do not compromise one another. Judas would have to pay for his choices and

actions even though scripture foretold it (v21).3>:36:37,38
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e The event commenced with an opening blessing.3° After the first cup of wine, there
would be a retelling of the events of the original Passover (Exodus 12), symbolised
during the meal by the unleavened bread, a bowl of salted water and bitter herbs.4%4!
These recalled the covenant made with Abraham and renewed with Isaac, Jacob and
Moses.*? The storytelling concluded with a second cup of wine, which marked the
beginning of the Passover meal itself.#344

e The most likely moment that Jesus introduces the breaking of bread and drinking of the
cup was towards the end of the meal when the third cup of wine was to be drunk.

e The words used by Jesus in describing the cup and bread as his blood and body do not
lead us only to a sorrowful, backward remembrance of Jesus’ suffering and death but
also point forward to the future hopefulness of a messianic banquet in the new
kingdom. It commemorates but also celebrates the “now but not yet” that has
resonated throughout the Gospel narratives.>:46

e The Passover had been a remembrance of the Jews’ liberation from Egypt but now
became about remembering Jesus! The old covenant (a binding contracted promise
between two parties) stated that if the Jews obeyed they would be blessed but cursed if
they did not. When presenting this original covenant to the Jews, Moses sprinkled the
“blood of the new covenant on them” (Exod. 24:8), sealing the agreement.

e The OT prophet Jeremiah spoke of a new covenant in the future:

“The days are coming,” declares the LORD, “when | will make a new covenant

with the people of Israel and with the people of Judah”.... “I will put my law in their minds

and write it on their hearts. | will be their God, and they will be my people.”... “For | will
forgive their wickedness and will remember their sins no more.”  Jer. 31:31, 33b, 34b

Isaiah speaks of “the suffering servant” (Is. 53) which points to Jesus. The new covenant
offers a) complete forgiveness, b) the Holy Spirit to transform each of us from within,
and c) a personal relationship with God (rather than via the priests or OT prophets).

e Finally, the singing of hymns would have occurred by midnight before their departure

to Gethsemane. These were the Hallel Psalms (113-114 and 115-118).4748

Discussion: Can you relate to the disciples each asking “is it me, Lord?” as they are
confronted with the statement that one of them is the betrayer? Are there times when

we attempt to follow Jesus but betray him in our sins and attitudes?
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