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Mark 14:26, 27-31 Jesus predicts Peter’s denial  

 

Discussion: Can you think of a time when you promised to do something, but didn’t? Or that 

you stated that you would not do something but then you did?   
 

Mark 14 Matthew 26 Luke 22 
26 When they had sung a 
hymn, they went out to the 
Mount of Olives. 

30 When they had sung a hymn, 
they went out to the Mount of 
Olives. 

 

   

Jesus predicts Peter’s denial 
 
 
27 ‘You will all fall away,’ Jesus 
told them, ‘for it is written: ‘“I 
will strike the shepherd, and 
the sheep will be scattered.” 

 Jesus predicts Peter’s denial 
31 Then Jesus told them, ‘This 
very night you will all fall away 
on account of me, for it is 
written: ‘“I will strike the 
shepherd, and the sheep of the 
flock will be scattered.” 

 31 ‘Simon, Simon, Satan has 
asked to sift all of you as 
wheat. 32 But I have prayed 
for you, Simon, that your 
faith may not fail. And when 
you have turned back, 
strengthen your brothers.’ 

28 But after I have risen, I will 
go ahead of you into Galilee.’  

 32 But after I have risen, I will 
go ahead of you into Galilee. 

 

29 Peter declared, ‘Even if all 
fall away, I will not.’  

33 Peter replied, ‘Even if all fall 
away on account of you, I never 
will.’  

33 But he replied, ‘Lord, I am 
ready to go with you to 
prison and to death.’   

30 ‘Truly I tell you,’ Jesus 
answered, ‘today – yes, 
tonight – before the cock 
crows twice you yourself will 
disown me three times.’   

34 ‘Truly I tell you,’ Jesus 
answered, ‘this very night, 
before the cock crows, you will 
disown me three times.’  

34 Jesus answered, ‘I tell you, 
Peter, before the cock crows 
today, you will deny three 
times that you know me.’ 

31 But Peter insisted 
emphatically,  

35 But Peter declared,   

‘Even if I have to die with you, I 
will never disown you.’ And all 
the others said the same.  

 ‘Even if I have to die with you, I 
will never disown you.’ And all 
the other disciples said the 
same. 

 

Comparison 
• Mark and Matthew report that the Last Supper concluded with the singing of hymns, 

and then they went out to the Mount of Olives (at about midnight).  

• Jesus tells the Disciples that they will all fall away, quoting a prophecy from the OT. In 

Luke, the focus is on Peter’s denial in particular. This also becomes the case in Mark and 

Matthew once Peter pridefully declares he would never do so himself. 

 63 
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• Jesus tells them that he will “rise” and afterwards go ahead of them to Galilee, where 

he will meet them.      

• All three Synoptics state that Peter will disown Jesus three times before the cock crows 

at daybreak, only a few hours away. 

• In Mark and Matthew, Peter remains insistent that he would never disown Jesus, even 

to the point of death. 

Context 
• Mark 14:26 is repeated here as some commentators (and Bible translations) consider 

the verse to be the opening of a new section (e.g., NRSV). In contrast, others interpret 

the verse as concluding the story of the Last Supper in Mark 14:22-25 (e.g., NIV).49 

Whichever is preferred, this section (Mark 14:27-31) is the concluding layer of a “Mark 

Sandwich” that encapsulates the Last Supper as its filler.50 

Key Points 
• The Disciples took offence at what Jesus was saying of them. In the opening section of 

the sandwich, Jesus informed the Disciples that one of them would betray him. Now, he 

tells them they will all fall away. The word translated as “fall away” in Greek is 

scandalised, that is, caused to stumble.51 The cross represented the most shameful way 

to die, so when confronted by the reality of his death on that cross, the Disciples would 

experience shame that Jesus was being killed, the Messianic hope they held of his new 

kingdom apparently evaporating before their eyes.  

• The sin of the Disciples was not one of intent but one of weakness.  It is a reminder of 

the earlier teaching of the Parable of the Sower, in the type described as “rocky 

ground”, where the faith of the believer can “fall away” in the face of persecution or 

difficulties.52        

• We are reminded that Jesus previously pointed to prophecies about himself from 

Zechariah, such as the King riding into Jerusalem on a donkey (Zech. 11:1-10) and the 

blood of the new covenant (Zech. 9:11). Numerous other references to Jesus can be 

seen in Zechariah, e.g., the purchase of a Potter’s field for 30 pieces of silver with the 

money Judas obtained for betraying Jesus (Zech. 11:12-13).53  
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• In Mark 14:27, Jesus cites Zech. 13:7 when quoting “As it is written” from the OT.54,55   

Mark 14:27 Zech. 13:7 
27 ‘You will all fall away,’ Jesus told 
them, ‘for it is written:  

7 “Awake, sword, against my 
shepherd,    against the man who is close to 
me!”  declares the Lord Almighty. 

‘“I will strike the shepherd, and the 
sheep will be scattered.” 

“Strike the shepherd,  and the sheep will 
be scattered, and I will turn my hand 
against the little ones. 

We observe that it is God himself who will strike the shepherd, who will cause his son’s 

suffering and death.56  This is echoed in Isaiah 53:10: 

“Yet it was the Lord’s will to crush him and cause him to suffer.” 

Jesus would go alone to the cross. In Zechariah, this was a result of Israel's apostasy, but 

the verses go on to describe a period of testing during which something better 

emerged.57 Human failings and weakness will not frustrate God’s plans to fully realise 

the kingdom of God.58  

• Consequently, neither the falling away of the Disciples nor the death of the Shepherd 

would be the end of the story. The resurrection of Jesus would result in his vindication 

and the restoration of the disciples as Jesus’ Apostles, the future leaders of his church.59 

After his resurrection, he would meet them again in Galilee, even though the Disciples 

did not yet accept they would fall away (be scattered) and that the meeting in Galilee 

would bring about their restoration.60,61 

• The emphatic and indignant manner of Peter’s denial and the precise detail in which 

Jesus describes how that denial will occur would later prove heart-breaking to Peter 

when he recognised it had come true. However, it becomes an encouragement to us 

that even though we fail, there is redemption and restoration for us, just as there would 

be for the Disciples later in Galilee.62 Their stumbling is serious but not terminal.63 

• A primary distinction between the betrayal by Judas and the Disciples’ denial of Jesus is 

that Peter and the Disciples saw Jesus as their saviour and, therefore, could be 

redeemed. Their sin occurred in a moment of weakness, whereas Judas’ betrayal 

required preplanning and a decision to reject and betray Jesus.   As Jesus said, only one 

of them would betray him. 

Discussion:  Are there ways in which we might deny Jesus in our journey through life?   
 


