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Bible Study of Mark’s Gospel

Mark 14:1-11 Jesus anointed at Bethany

Discussion: Have you ever received support from an unexpected quarter? How did it feel?

Mark 14

Matthew 26

John 12

Jesus anointed at Bethany

1 Now the Passover and the
Festival of Unleavened Bread
were only two days away,
and the chief priests and the
teachers of the law were
scheming to arrest Jesus
secretly and kill him. 2 ‘But
not during the festival,” they
said, ‘or the people may riot.’

Jesus anointed at Bethany

2 “As you know, the

Passover is two days away —
and the Son of Man will be
handed over to be crucified.”
3 Then the chief priests and
the elders of the people
assembled in the palace of the
high priest, whose name was
Caiaphas, 4 and they schemed
to arrest Jesus secretly and kill
him. 5 “But not during the
festival,” they said, “or there
may be a riot among the
people.”

Jesus anointed at Bethany

1 Six days before the Passover,
Jesus came to Bethany, where
Lazarus lived, whom Jesus had
raised from the dead.

3 While he was in Bethany,
reclining at the table in the
home of Simon the Leper, a
woman came with an
alabaster jar of very
expensive perfume, made of
pure nard. She broke the jar
and poured the perfume on
his head.

6 While Jesus was in Bethany
in the home of Simon the
Leper, 7 a woman came to him
with an alabaster jar of very
expensive perfume, which she
poured on his head as he was
reclining at the table.

2 Here a dinner was given in
Jesus’ honour. Martha served,
while Lazarus was among
those reclining at the table
with him. 3 Then Mary took
about half a litre of pure nard,
an expensive perfume; she
poured it on Jesus’ feet and
wiped his feet with her hair.
And the house was filled with
the fragrance of the perfume.

4 Some of those present
were saying indignantly to
one another, ‘Why this waste
of perfume? 5 It could have
been sold for more than a
year’s wages and the money
given to the poor.’

8 When the disciples saw this,
they were indignant. ‘Why this
waste?’ they asked. 9 ‘This
perfume could have been sold
at a high price and the money
given to the poor.’

4 But one of his disciples,
Judas Iscariot, who was later
to betray him, objected,

5 ‘Why wasn’t this perfume
sold and the money given to
the poor? It was worth a year’s
wages.’

And they rebuked her
harshly.

6 He did not say this because
he cared about the poor but
because he was a thief; as
keeper of the money bag, he
used to help himself to what
was put into it.
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Bible Study of Mark’s Gospel

6 ‘Leave her alone,’ said Jesus.
‘Why are you bothering her?
She has done a beautiful thing
to me. 7 The poor you will
always have with you, and you
can help them any time you
want. But you will not always
have me. 8 She did what she
could. She poured perfume on
my body beforehand to
prepare for my burial.

10 Aware of this, Jesus said to
them, ‘Why are you bothering
this woman? She has done a
beautiful thing to me. 11 The
poor you will always have with
you, but you will not always
have me. 12 When she poured
this perfume on my body, she
did it to prepare me for burial.

7 ‘Leave her alone,’ Jesus
replied. ‘It was intended that
she should save this perfume
for the day of my burial.

8 You will always have the
poor among you, but you will
not always have me.’

9 Truly I tell you, wherever the
gospel is preached throughout
the world, what she has done
will also be told, in memory of
her.’

13 Truly | tell you, wherever
this gospel is preached
throughout the world, what
she has done will also be told,
in memory of her.’

9 Meanwhile a large crowd of
Jews found out that Jesus
was there and came, not only
because of him but also to
see Lazarus, whom he had
raised from the dead. 10 So
the chief priests made plans
to kill Lazarus as well, 11 for
on account of him many of
the Jews were going over to
Jesus and believing in him.

Mark 14

Matthew 26

Luke 22

Judas agrees to betray Jesus

Judas agrees to betray Jesus

Judas agrees to betray Jesus
1 Now the Festival of
Unleavened Bread, called the
Passover, was approaching,

2 and the chief priests and
the teachers of the law were
looking for some way to get
rid of Jesus, for they were
afraid of the people. 3 Then
Satan entered Judas, called
Iscariot, one of the Twelve.

10 Then Judas Iscariot, one of
the Twelve, went to the chief
priests to betray Jesus to
them. 11 They were delighted
to hear this and promised to
give him money.

14 Then one of the Twelve —
the one called Judas Iscariot —
went to the chief priests
15 and asked, ‘What are you
willing to give me if | deliver
him over to you?’ So they
counted out for him thirty
pieces of silver.

4 And Judas went to the chief
priests and the officers of the
temple guard and discussed
with them how he might
betray Jesus. 5 They were
delighted and agreed to give
him money.

So he watched for an
opportunity to hand him over.

16 From then on Judas
watched for an opportunity to
hand him over.

6 He consented, and watched
for an opportunity to hand
Jesus over to them when no
crowd was present.
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Bible Study of Mark’s Gospel

Comparison

e Mark’s account includes the conspiracy of the Chief Priests and Scribes to kill Jesus.

e  The anointing of Jesus described in Mark and Matthew is almost identical, while the
parallel account in John’s Gospel has several minor differences.

e While missing from Luke’s narrative, an anointing is described in Luke 7:36-50 but is
considered by many scholars to be a different occasion as it occurred in Galilee and
several years earlier in Jesus’ ministry.22

e Luke then re-joins the Gospel narrative at the point Judas decides to betray Jesus:

I"

Going Deeper: Jesus anointed by a “sinful” woman in Luke 7:36-50

36 When one of the Pharisees invited Jesus to have dinner with him, he went to the
Pharisee’s house and reclined at the table. 37 A woman in that town who lived a sinful
life learned that Jesus was eating at the Pharisee’s house, so she came there with an
alabaster jar of perfume. 38 As she stood behind him at his feet weeping, she began to
wet his feet with her tears. Then she wiped them with her hair, kissed them and poured
perfume on them.

39 When the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said to himself, “If this man
were a prophet, he would know who is touching him and what kind of woman she is—
that she is a sinner.” 40 Jesus answered him, “Simon, | have something to tell you.”
“Tell me, teacher,” he said. 41 “Two people owed money to a certain moneylender.
One owed him five hundred denarii, and the other fifty. 42 Neither of them had the
money to pay him back, so he forgave the debts of both. Now which of them will love
him more?” 43 Simon replied, “I suppose the one who had the bigger debt forgiven.”
“You have judged correctly,” Jesus said.

44 Then he turned toward the woman and said to Simon, “Do you see this woman? |
came into your house. You did not give me any water for my feet, but she wet my feet
with her tears and wiped them with her hair. 45 You did not give me a kiss, but this
woman, from the time | entered, has not stopped kissing my feet. 46 You did not put
oil on my head, but she has poured perfume on my feet. 47 Therefore, | tell you, her
many sins have been forgiven—as her great love has shown. But whoever has been
forgiven little loves little.”

48 Then Jesus said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.” 49 The other guests began to say
among themselves, “Who is this who even forgives sins?” 50 Jesus said to the
woman, “Your faith has saved you; go in peace.”

e We also observe that the date mentioned in John’s account (concerning the Passover) is
a few days earlier, although John may be pointing to when Jesus arrived.
e The Table on the following page lists the differences and similarities between all four

Gospel accounts regarding the anointing itself:
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Bible Study of Mark’s Gospel

Mark 14:3-9 Matt 26:6-13 John 12:1-8 Luke 7:36-50
Location House of Simon | House of Simon | Home of Mary, ||| At the home of a
the Leper the Leper Martha, and Pharisee named
Lazarus Simon
Region Bethany Bethany Bethany Galilee
When final week final week final week early in ministry
Name of Unnamed (not Unnamed (not Mary (follower, |fl Unnamed (a well-
woman called a sinner) | called asinner) | nota sinner) known sinner)
Position at | Reclining Reclining Reclining Reclining
table
Container Alabaster jar Alabaster jar Pint Alabaster jar
Contents Expensive Expensive Expensive Perfume
perfume (nard) | perfume perfume (nard)
Where On head On head On feet On feet. Also wet
poured his feet with tears
and kissed feet.
Wiped feet with [f| Wiped feet with
hair hair
Who Some people (of | Disciples (of Judas Iscariot Pharisee
complained | waste) waste) (of waste)
Reason Loss of money Loss of money Loss of money Touched by a
(300 Denarii) (300 Denarii) (300 Denarii) sinner
Response Always have the | Always have the | Always have the || A talk about love
by Jesus poor with you poor with you poor with you and forgiveness
Explanation | In preparation In preparation In preparation
of the act of his burial of his burial of his burial
Figure 69: Table of Gospel Comparisons for the Anointing of Jesus
Context

e Mark has presented this narrative as another “Mark Sandwich”, the outer layers

opening with the Pharisees’ plot to kill Jesus and concluding with Judas planning to

betray Jesus to them. The “filler” is the contrasting reaction of the woman who has

recognised Jesus as the Messiah and whose actions are a symbolic preparation for his

burial.? It juxtaposes an act of great love and devotion with an act of treachery.*®

e  With the arrival of pilgrims, Jerusalem's population would have been four times its

usual size for the Passover festival, perhaps 250,000 people.b’ Josephus notes that this

was a more dangerous time, more prone to riots by Jews, as a consequence of their

nationalist feelings and hopes of deliverance from the oppression of the Roman

occupiers. For the Jews, the Passover relived the Exodus experience, their liberation

from the Egyptians.®
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Key Points

The Pharisees were keen to arrest Jesus, but this would have to be delayed until after
the festival, being too provocative an act during this period of heightened emotions
during the Festival. Judas changes all this by offering the Pharisees an opportunity to
arrest him.? The Pharisees were seeking an opportunity to arrest Jesus, while Judas was
seeking an opportunity to hand him over.*°
Lepers were isolated from society, so it is reasonable to assume that Simon had been
healed of the disease. The similarities between Mark, Matthew and John are significant.
If Mary, sister of Lazarus and Martha, was the unnamed woman in Mark’s account,
Simon might have been the father of all three.!
The alabaster jar was itself unimportant, a very common item. But it contained a costly
perfume from India, worth more than a year’s wages. The neck of the bottle was
broken, and the woman poured the entire contents red over Jesus’s head. The
alabaster jar was probably a family heirloom worth about 300 Denarii.t?
The Disciples were “indignant” at the apparent “waste” (in Matthew’s Gospel, and just
Judas in John’s Gospel) because of its value and how this might have benefitted the
poor. However, they would always have opportunities in the future to assist the poor
as they are an ever-present feature in society. Her act was preparing him for burial.
Note that it is her deed (and not her name) that will always be remembered.'34
There is no clear explanation as to why Judas decided to betray Jesus; he did so, but
within God's sovereign plan.'>® The reason for the betrayal is unimportant to the story.
Judas was not required to give evidence and was absent from the trial. The Sanhedrin
needed him only to pinpoint exactly where Jesus would be, the time and place where
he could be seized.1’*8 The trial itself would later focus on Jesus’ claims to be the
Messiah.
Jesus’ words anticipate an interval between his death and the Parousia, stating that

a) the poor would always be there and could, therefore, be assisted in the future, and

b) that her action would be shared wherever the Gospel was preached.*®

Discussion: If Jesus were to turn up, right now in this room, how might we react? How

might we worship him?
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Mark 14:12-26 The Last Supper and betrayal by Judas

Discussion: When does a meal become a special occasion for you? Do you have any cultural

or family traditions that make it extra special? When do you ever “dress for dinner”?

Mark 14 Matthew 26 Luke 22
The Last Supper The Last Supper The Last Supper
12 On the first day of the 17 On the first day of the 7 Then came the day of

Festival of Unleavened Bread,
when it was customary to
sacrifice the Passover lamb,

Festival of Unleavened Bread,

Unleavened Bread on which
the Passover lamb had to be
sacrificed.

Jesus’ disciples asked him,
‘Where do you want us to go
and make preparations for you
to eat the Passover?’

the disciples came to Jesus and
asked, ‘Where do you want us
to make preparations for you to
eat the Passover?’

8 Jesus sent Peter and John,
saying, ‘Go and make
preparations for us to eat the
Passover.” 9 ‘Where do you
want us to prepare for it?’ they
asked.

13 So he sent two of his
disciples, telling them, ‘Go into
the city, and a man carrying a
jar of water will meet you.
Follow him. 14 Say to the
owner of the house he enters,
“The Teacher asks: where is
my guest room, where | may
eat the Passover with my
disciples?”

18 He replied, ‘Go into the city
to a certain man and tell him,
“The Teacher says: my
appointed time is near. | am
going to celebrate the Passover
with my disciples at your
house.”

10 He replied, ‘As you enter
the city, a man carrying a jar of
water will meet you. Follow
him to the house that he
enters, 11 and say to the
owner of the house, “The
Teacher asks: where is the
guest room, where | may eat
the Passover with my
disciples?”

15 He will show you a large
room upstairs, furnished and
ready. Make preparations for
us there.’

12 He will show you a large
room upstairs, all furnished.
Make preparations there.’

16 The disciples left, went into
the city and found things just
as Jesus had told them. So
they prepared the Passover.

19 So the disciples did as Jesus
had directed them and prepared
the Passover.

13 They left and found things
just as Jesus had told them. So
they prepared the Passover.

17 When evening came, Jesus
arrived with the Twelve.

18 While they were reclining at
the table eating,

20 When evening came, Jesus
was reclining at the table with
the Twelve.

14 When the hour came, Jesus
and his apostles reclined at the
table.

he said, ‘Truly | tell you, one of
you will betray me — one who
is eating with me.

21 And while they were eating,
he said, ‘Truly | tell you, one of
you will betray me.’

21 But the hand of him who is
going to betray me is with
mine on the table.

Page 284




Bible Study of Mark’s Gospel

19 They were saddened, and
one by one they said to him,
‘Surely you don’t mean me?’
20 ‘It is one of the Twelve,’
he replied, ‘one who dips
bread into the bowl! with me.

22 They were very sad and began
to say to him one after the other,
‘Surely you don’t mean me,
Lord?’ 23 Jesus replied, ‘The one
who has dipped his hand into the
bowl with me will betray me.

21 The Son of Man will go

just as it is written about him.

But woe to that man who
betrays the Son of Man! It
would be better for him if he
had not been born.’

24 The Son of Man will go just as
it is written about him. But woe
to that man who betrays the Son
of Man! It would be better for
him if he had not been born.’

25 Then Judas, the one who
would betray him, said, ‘Surely
you don’t mean me, Rabbi?’ Jesus
answered, ‘You have said so.’

22 The Son of Man will go as it
has been decreed. But woe to
that man who betrays him/!’
23 They began to question
among themselves which of
them it might be who would
do this.

15 And he said to them, ‘I have
eagerly desired to eat this
Passover with you before |
suffer. 16 For | tell you, | will
not eat it again until it finds
fulfilment in the kingdom of
God.

17 After taking the cup, he
gave thanks and said, ‘Take
this and divide it among you.
18 For | tell you I will not drink
again from the fruit of the vine
until the kingdom of God
comes.’

22 While they were eating,
Jesus took bread, and when
he had given thanks, he
broke it and gave it to his
disciples, saying, ‘Take it; this
is my body.’

26 While they were eating, Jesus
took bread, and when he had
given thanks, he broke it and gave
it to his disciples, saying, ‘Take
and eat; this is my body.’

19 And he took bread, gave
thanks and broke it, and gave
it to them, saying, ‘This is my
body given for you; do this in
remembrance of me.

23 Then he took a cup, and
when he had given thanks,
he gave it to them, and they
all drank from it. 24 ‘This is
my blood of the covenant,
which is poured out for
many,” he said to them.

27 Then he took a cup, and when
he had given thanks, he gave it to
them, saying, ‘Drink from it, all of
you. 28 This is my blood of the
covenant, which is poured out for
many for the forgiveness of sins.

20 In the same way, after the
supper he took the cup,
saying, ‘This cup is the new
covenant in my blood, which is
poured out for you.
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25 ‘Truly | tell you, | will not 29 | tell you, | will not drink from

drink again from the fruit of | this fruit of the vine from now on
the vine until that day when | | until that day when | drink it new
drink it new in the kingdom with you in my Father’s kingdom.’

of God.
26 When they had sung a 30 When they had sung a hymn,
hymn, they went out to the they went out to the Mount of
Mount of Olives. Olives.

Comparison

As we compare this section of the Synoptic Gospels, please observe the liberty taken to
move Luke 22:21-23 (highlighted by blue font) to align more accurately to the parallel
verses of Mark and Matthew. Luke introduces additional details about the Last Supper
(not included in this study), such as a dispute that arose between the disciples.

The Synoptics identify the date as the first day of the Festival of Unleavened Bread.
None of the Disciples knew where the Passover meal was to be eaten. Mark tells us that
two disciples (whom Luke identifies as Peter and John) were instructed to meet
someone who would lead them to a house where they could prepare the meal. In Mark
and Luke, Jesus states that this man would be carrying a jar of water.

The owner of the house would then show them a room that was already furnished in
readiness, and the disciples would then make the food preparations.?%2!

The two Disciples left and followed Jesus’ instructions.

Later, once they had all arrived and the Twelve were reclining at the table, Jesus
announced that he was going to be betrayed by one of them. Mark and Matthew report
that they were saddened and began questioning who it might be. There were likely
additional people present at the meal, perhaps other disciples (and certainly people
who would have been serving), but only the Twelve had positions at the table.?? Jesus
clarified that it would be as definitely being one of the Twelve, that is, one who had
dipped their hand into the common bowl! with him. The Synoptics agree it would be a
terrible outcome for that betrayer, with Mark and Matthew confirming that “it would
have been better if he had not been born”. Only Matthew identifies the betrayer as
Judas, perhaps in a private aside with Jesus.

All three Synoptics describe how Jesus introduced new aspects to the usual, formal

structure of a Passover meal, describing a new covenant to them.
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In all three Synoptics, Jesus explains how they are to drink the wine henceforth and eat
the bread as a remembrance of him, the bread representing his body, and the wine
representing his blood which had been “poured out for many/you”.

Jesus told them that he would not drink wine again (or, in Luke, eat the Passover again)
until later in his Father’s kingdom.

They concluded the evening singing a hymn and then went out to the Mount of Olives.

Context

These verses are part of another “Mark sandwich”, where the Last Supper meal (Mark
14:22-25) sits between the predicted betrayal by Judas (Mark 14:17-21) and of Jesus’
prediction that Peter and the others would deny him (Mark 14:26-31).23:24

John’s Gospel also records the Last Supper. There, Jesus explained in advance what
would happen so that the Disciples would later realise these events were not a disaster

but part of the Father’s sovereign plan for them and, indeed, for all mankind.?®

Going Deeper: Parallel verses of the Last Supper from John 13

1 It was just before the Passover Festival. Jesus knew that the hour had come for him
to leave this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world,
he loved them to the end. 2 The evening meal was in progress, and the devil had
already prompted Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot, to betray Jesus. 3 Jesus knew that
the Father had put all things under his power, and that he had come from God and
was returning to God...

18 “l am not referring to all of you; | know those | have chosen. But this is to fulfil this
passage of Scripture: ‘He who shared my bread has turned against me.’ 19 “l am telling
you now before it happens, so that when it does happen you will believe that | am who
I am. 20 Very truly | tell you, whoever accepts anyone | send accepts me; and whoever
accepts me accepts the one who sent me.” 21 After he had said this, Jesus was troubled
in spirit and testified, “Very truly | tell you, one of you is going to betray me.” 22 His
disciples stared at one another, at a loss to know which of them he meant. 23 One of
them, the disciple whom Jesus loved, was reclining next to him. 24 Simon Peter
motioned to this disciple and said, “Ask him which one he means.” 25 Leaning back
against Jesus, he asked him, “Lord, who is it?” 26 Jesus answered, “It is the one to
whom | will give this piece of bread when | have dipped it in the dish.” Then, dipping
the piece of bread, he gave it to Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot. 27 As soon as Judas
took the bread, Satan entered into him. So Jesus told him, “What you are about to do,
do quickly.” 28 But no one at the meal understood why Jesus said this to him. 29 Since
Judas had charge of the money, some thought Jesus was telling him to buy what was
needed for the festival, or to give something to the poor. 30 As soon as Judas had taken
the bread, he went out. And it was night.
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Key Points

e A man carrying water would have been unusual, as this was the work of women.2%27

Going Deeper: The narrative structure employed by Mark
The Greek words used are almost identical to the story of retrieving a colt at the
earlier Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem: 282°

Greek sentence construct Mark 11:1-6 Mark 14:13-16
“And he sends two of his “...find a colt that is “...a man carrying a jar of
disciples and says to them ‘Go tethered there that has water will meet you. Follow
into the city/village and...”” never been ridden before.”  him.”
“Say... ‘The Teacher/Lord.....”” “needs it and will send it “...ask where is my guest
back shortly.” room, where | may eat the
Passover with my disciples?”
“And they entered/departed...” “...they went...” “... they went into the city...”
“..and found ... just as “...the colt tied up in the “... things just as Jesus had
he/Jesus said...and...” street outside...” told them.
“They answered... and the “So they prepared the
people let them go”. Passover.”

However, these stories demonstrate further evidence of the degree to which
Jesus was in full control of unfolding events, such as the prediction of Judas’
betrayal and Peter’s denial of Jesus.3°

e Luke 22:6 confirms that Judas was looking for an opportunity to hand Jesus over “when
no crowd was present” to make it easier for an arrest to take place without causing
unrest among the people. Jesus ensured he could enjoy the Passover with his Disciples
as none of them had been told where it might occur. An arrest would have to wait until
later when Judas knew Jesus would be in the Garden of Gethsemane on the Mount of
Olives. The Passover meal had to be eaten within the walled city of Jerusalem, but they
were required to spend the night there (rather than return to Bethany) with the Mount
of Olives counted as part of “greater Jerusalem” for the festival 3132

e Reclining at the table (v18) was not an ordinary way of eating, but it was common at a
feast meal.3® The tables may have been organised in the form of a triclinium.3*

e Regardless of any later remorse by Judas, Jesus states that “it would have been better if
he had never been born”. Judas's decision to betray Jesus (plus Jesus’ prediction that he
would do so) shows that human freedom and divine sovereignty exist together, side by
side, and do not compromise one another. Judas would have to pay for his choices and

actions even though scripture foretold it (v21).3>:36:37,38

Page 288




Bible Study of Mark’s Gospel

e The event commenced with an opening blessing.3° After the first cup of wine, there
would be a retelling of the events of the original Passover (Exodus 12), symbolised
during the meal by the unleavened bread, a bowl of salted water and bitter herbs.4%4!
These recalled the covenant made with Abraham and renewed with Isaac, Jacob and
Moses.*? The storytelling concluded with a second cup of wine, which marked the
beginning of the Passover meal itself.#344

e The most likely moment that Jesus introduces the breaking of bread and drinking of the
cup was towards the end of the meal when the third cup of wine was to be drunk.

e The words used by Jesus in describing the cup and bread as his blood and body do not
lead us only to a sorrowful, backward remembrance of Jesus’ suffering and death but
also point forward to the future hopefulness of a messianic banquet in the new
kingdom. It commemorates but also celebrates the “now but not yet” that has
resonated throughout the Gospel narratives.>:46

e The Passover had been a remembrance of the Jews’ liberation from Egypt but now
became about remembering Jesus! The old covenant (a binding contracted promise
between two parties) stated that if the Jews obeyed they would be blessed but cursed if
they did not. When presenting this original covenant to the Jews, Moses sprinkled the
“blood of the new covenant on them” (Exod. 24:8), sealing the agreement.

e The OT prophet Jeremiah spoke of a new covenant in the future:

“The days are coming,” declares the LORD, “when | will make a new covenant

with the people of Israel and with the people of Judah”.... “I will put my law in their minds

and write it on their hearts. | will be their God, and they will be my people.”... “For | will
forgive their wickedness and will remember their sins no more.”  Jer. 31:31, 33b, 34b

Isaiah speaks of “the suffering servant” (Is. 53) which points to Jesus. The new covenant
offers a) complete forgiveness, b) the Holy Spirit to transform each of us from within,
and c) a personal relationship with God (rather than via the priests or OT prophets).

e Finally, the singing of hymns would have occurred by midnight before their departure

to Gethsemane. These were the Hallel Psalms (113-114 and 115-118).4748

Discussion: Can you relate to the disciples each asking “is it me, Lord?” as they are
confronted with the statement that one of them is the betrayer? Are there times when

we attempt to follow Jesus but betray him in our sins and attitudes?

Page 289




Bible Study of Mark’s Gospel

Mark 14:26, 27-31 Jesus predicts Peter’s denial

Discussion: Can you think of a time when you promised to do something, but didn’t? Or that

you stated that you would not do something but then you did?

Mark 14

Matthew 26

Luke 22

26 When they had sung a
hymn, they went out to the
Mount of Olives.

30 When they had sung a hymn,
they went out to the Mount of
Olives.

Jesus predicts Peter’s denial

27 ‘You will all fall away,’ Jesus
told them, ‘for it is written: ““I
will strike the shepherd, and
the sheep will be scattered.”

Jesus predicts Peter’s denial
31 Then Jesus told them, ‘This
very night you will all fall away
on account of me, for it is
written: ““I will strike the
shepherd, and the sheep of the
flock will be scattered.”

31 ‘Simon, Simon, Satan has
asked to sift all of you as
wheat. 32 But | have prayed
for you, Simon, that your
faith may not fail. And when
you have turned back,
strengthen your brothers.’

28 But after | have risen, | will
go ahead of you into Galilee.’

32 But after | have risen, | will
go ahead of you into Galilee.

29 Peter declared, ‘Even if all
fall away, | will not.’

33 Peter replied, ‘Even if all fall
away on account of you, | never
will.’

33 But he replied, ‘Lord, | am
ready to go with you to
prison and to death.’

30 ‘Truly | tell you,’” Jesus
answered, ‘today — yes,
tonight — before the cock
crows twice you yourself will
disown me three times.’

34 ‘Truly | tell you,’” Jesus
answered, ‘this very night,
before the cock crows, you will
disown me three times.’

34 Jesus answered, ‘I tell you,
Peter, before the cock crows
today, you will deny three
times that you know me.’

31 But Peter insisted
emphatically,

35 But Peter declared,

‘Even if | have to die with you, |
will never disown you.” And all
the others said the same.

‘Even if | have to die with you, |
will never disown you.” And all
the other disciples said the
same.

Comparison

e Mark and Matthew report that the Last Supper concluded with the singing of hymns,

and then they went out to the Mount of Olives (at about midnight).

e Jesus tells the Disciples that they will all fall away, quoting a prophecy from the OT. In

Luke, the focus is on Peter’s denial in particular. This also becomes the case in Mark and

Matthew once Peter pridefully declares he would never do so himself.
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Jesus tells them that he will “rise” and afterwards go ahead of them to Galilee, where
he will meet them.

All three Synoptics state that Peter will disown Jesus three times before the cock crows
at daybreak, only a few hours away.

In Mark and Matthew, Peter remains insistent that he would never disown Jesus, even

to the point of death.

Context

Mark 14:26 is repeated here as some commentators (and Bible translations) consider
the verse to be the opening of a new section (e.g., NRSV). In contrast, others interpret
the verse as concluding the story of the Last Supper in Mark 14:22-25 (e.g., NIV).*°
Whichever is preferred, this section (Mark 14:27-31) is the concluding layer of a “Mark

Sandwich” that encapsulates the Last Supper as its filler.>®

Key Points

The Disciples took offence at what Jesus was saying of them. In the opening section of
the sandwich, Jesus informed the Disciples that one of them would betray him. Now, he
tells them they will all fall away. The word translated as “fall away” in Greek is
scandalised, that is, caused to stumble.”! The cross represented the most shameful way
to die, so when confronted by the reality of his death on that cross, the Disciples would
experience shame that Jesus was being killed, the Messianic hope they held of his new
kingdom apparently evaporating before their eyes.

The sin of the Disciples was not one of intent but one of weakness. It is a reminder of
the earlier teaching of the Parable of the Sower, in the type described as “rocky
ground”, where the faith of the believer can “fall away” in the face of persecution or
difficulties.>?

We are reminded that Jesus previously pointed to prophecies about himself from
Zechariah, such as the King riding into Jerusalem on a donkey (Zech. 11:1-10) and the
blood of the new covenant (Zech. 9:11). Numerous other references to Jesus can be
seen in Zechariah, e.g., the purchase of a Potter’s field for 30 pieces of silver with the

money Judas obtained for betraying Jesus (Zech. 11:12-13).53
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e In Mark 14:27, Jesus cites Zech. 13:7 when quoting “As it is written” from the OT.>4>>

Mark 14:27 Zech. 13:7
27 ‘You will all fall away,’ Jesus told 7 “Awake, sword, against my
them, “for it is written: shepherd, against the man who is close to
me!” declares the Lord Almighty.
“I will strike the shepherd, and the “Strike the shepherd, and the sheep will
sheep will be scattered.” be scattered, and | will turn my hand
against the little ones.

We observe that it is God himself who will strike the shepherd, who will cause his son’s
suffering and death.>® This is echoed in Isaiah 53:10:
“Yet it was the Lord’s will to crush him and cause him to suffer.”

Jesus would go alone to the cross. In Zechariah, this was a result of Israel's apostasy, but
the verses go on to describe a period of testing during which something better
emerged.>” Human failings and weakness will not frustrate God’s plans to fully realise
the kingdom of God.>®

e Consequently, neither the falling away of the Disciples nor the death of the Shepherd
would be the end of the story. The resurrection of Jesus would result in his vindication
and the restoration of the disciples as Jesus’ Apostles, the future leaders of his church.>?
After his resurrection, he would meet them again in Galilee, even though the Disciples
did not yet accept they would fall away (be scattered) and that the meeting in Galilee
would bring about their restoration.®%:6

e The emphatic and indignant manner of Peter’s denial and the precise detail in which
Jesus describes how that denial will occur would later prove heart-breaking to Peter
when he recognised it had come true. However, it becomes an encouragement to us
that even though we fail, there is redemption and restoration for us, just as there would
be for the Disciples later in Galilee.®? Their stumbling is serious but not terminal.®3

e A primary distinction between the betrayal by Judas and the Disciples’ denial of Jesus is
that Peter and the Disciples saw Jesus as their saviour and, therefore, could be
redeemed. Their sin occurred in a moment of weakness, whereas Judas’ betrayal
required preplanning and a decision to reject and betray Jesus. As Jesus said, only one

of them would betray him.

Discussion: Are there ways in which we might deny Jesus in our journey through life?
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| Mark 14:32-42 Jesus Prays in the Garden of Gethsemane

Discussion: Have you ever been so tired, even when doing something important like driving,

when you couldn’t resist closing your eyes, even if just for a moment.

Mark 14

Matthew 26

Luke 22

Gethsemane

32 They went to a place called
Gethsemane, and Jesus said to
his disciples, ‘Sit here while |

pray.’

Gethsemane

36 Then Jesus went with his
disciples to a place called
Gethsemane, and he said to
them, ‘Sit here while | go
over there and pray.’

Jesus prays on the Mount of Olives
39 Jesus went out as usual to the
Mount of Olives, and his disciples
followed him. 40 On reaching the
place, he said to them, ‘Pray that
you will not fall into temptation.’

33 He took Peter, James and
John along with him, and he
began to be deeply distressed
and troubled. 34 ‘My soul is
overwhelmed with sorrow to
the point of death,’” he said to
them. ‘Stay here and keep
watch.

37 He took Peter and the two
sons of Zebedee along with
him, and he began to be
sorrowful and troubled.

38 Then he said to them, ‘My
soul is overwhelmed with
sorrow to the point of death.
Stay here and keep watch
with me.

35 Going a little farther, he fell
to the ground and prayed that
if possible the hour might pass
from him. 36 ‘Abba, Father,’
he said, ‘everything is possible
for you. Take this cup from
me. Yet not what | will, but
what you will’

39 Going a little farther, he
fell with his face to the
ground and prayed, ‘My
Father, if it is possible, may
this cup be taken from me.
Yet not as | will, but as you
will.’

41 He withdrew about a stone’s
throw beyond them, knelt down and
prayed, 42 ‘Father, if you are willing,
take this cup from me; yet not my
will, but yours be done.’

43 An angel from heaven appeared
to him and strengthened him.

44 And being in anguish, he prayed
more earnestly, and his sweat was
like drops of blood falling to the
ground.

37 Then he returned to his
disciples and found them
sleeping. ‘Simon,” he said to
Peter, ‘are you asleep?
Couldn’t you keep watch for
one hour? 38 Watch and pray
so that you will not fall into
temptation. The spirit is
willing, but the flesh is weak.’

40 Then he returned to his
disciples and found them
sleeping. ‘Couldn’t you men
keep watch with me for one
hour?’ he asked Peter.

41 ‘Watch and pray so that
you will not fall into
temptation. The spirit is
willing, but the flesh is weak.’

45 When he rose from prayer and
went back to the disciples, he found
them asleep, exhausted from
sorrow. 46 ‘Why are you sleeping?’
he asked them. ‘Get up and pray so
that you will not fall into
temptation.’
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Mark 14

Matthew 26

Luke 22

39 Once more he went away and
prayed the same thing. 40 When he
came back, he again found them
sleeping, because their eyes were
heavy. They did not know what to say
to him.

42 He went away a second time and
prayed, ‘My Father, if it is not possible
for this cup to be taken away unless |
drink it, may your will be done.’

43 When he came back, he again found
them sleeping, because their eyes were
heavy. 44 So he left them and went
away once more and prayed the third
time, saying the same thing.

41 Returning the third time, he said to
them, ‘Are you still sleeping and
resting? Enough! The hour has come.
Look, the Son of Man is delivered into
the hands of sinners. 42 Rise! Let us go!
Here comes my betrayer!’

45 Then he returned to the disciples
and said to them, ‘Are you still sleeping
and resting? Look, the hour has come,
and the Son of Man is delivered into
the hands of sinners. 46 Rise! Let us go!
Here comes my betrayer!’

John 18

Jesus Arrested

1 When he had finished praying, Jesus left with his disciples and crossed
the Kidron Valley. On the other side there was a garden, and he and his
disciples went into it. 2 Now Judas, who betrayed him, knew the place,

because Jesus had often met there with his disciples.

Comparison

e Following the Last Supper, they depart for the Garden of Gethsemane, where Jesus

instructs the Disciples to sit down and wait while he goes to pray. Luke adds that Jesus

tells them they should pray for themselves so that they might not fall into temptation.

e Mark and Matthew add that Jesus then takes Peter, James, and John. He tells them how

he is feeling: His soul is distressed and deeply troubled, overcome with sorrow to the

point of death. So he asks them to stay with him and keep watch (“with me”) at this

time.

e Jesus goes off a little farther to be alone, but only a “stone’s throw” away.

e Jesus falls to the ground in prayer. He beseeches God that, if it were possible, he would

not have to endure the forthcoming events, but he also says that he will be obedient

and follow through if this is indeed God’s will.

e Luke adds that this distress was so great for Jesus that his sweat fell “like drops of

blood” but that an angel came to strengthen him.
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In all three Synoptics, Jesus returns later to find all the Disciples asleep, but he
addresses Peter in particular. He asks, “Couldn’t you keep watch even one hour?” We
see Jesus use the phrase (seen earlier in Luke) that they should watch and pray so they
would not fall into temptation. Their human spirit might be willing, but their flesh is
weak.

Mark and Matthew both report Jesus going away a second and third time “to pray the
same thing”, only to discover each time that the disciples had once again fallen asleep.
On the third occasion, Jesus announces that the betrayer Judas is on his way, so “Get

”n

up.”... “It’s time to go and meet him.”

Context

John’s Gospel offers additional insight into how Judas would have been familiar with
Gethsemane. It was a regular meeting place for Jesus and his disciples, and it
represented an ideal location for Judas to lead the authorities and hand Jesus over, a

place where “no crowd was present” (Luke 22:6).
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Figure 70: Jerusalem, the Garden of Gethsemane and Bethany®
Gethsemane means “oil press” in Aramaic; the garden was an olive grove at the foot
of the Mount of Olives.®>®
Jesus and his Disciples had previously stayed overnight in Bethany at the home of
Lazarus, Mary and Martha, but for Passover, they remained in the area of Jerusalem.

We earlier heard Peter’s recent protestation of loyalty unto death (Mark 14:29-31).68
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Key Points

This account builds upon the Disciples' failure, which worsened throughout the night
following Jesus's arrest and subsequent trial.

The phrase “sorrow to the point of death” tells us how distressed and troubled Jesus
felt at the suffering he was about to face, which was so great that it was “almost killing
him.”®° Jesus sought fellowship, encouragement, and support from his companions,
especially the three closest to him.”® Peter failed to pray on behalf of Jesus. However, in
verse 38, the object of their prayer became watching and praying for their own needs.
Prayer was usually out loud and standing, so it is likely the Disciples heard some of
Jesus’ prayers as he was only a short distance from them until they each fell asleep.”%’?
Jesus acknowledged the omnipotence of God and that for him, all things are possible.
Jesus implored that, if it were possible, he would not have to go through with this.”3
Yet, in the same breath, Jesus stated his emphatic willingness to do so if it were God's
will, that it was necessary. The cup refers to the suffering Jesus has to endure.”

The use of Abba (v36) is striking as no Jew before Jesus had used this term to address
the Father. It is the everyday language of the family, but not as a young child might say
‘Daddy’ as adult children commonly used Abba of their fathers.”>7677

Jesus rebuked Peter (v37), calling him by his old name, Simon, as if no longer “the
rock.””® The three failures to stay awake echo the three denials Jesus predicted would
occur later that night. While Jesus asked them to watch with him (that is, be alongside
him at this time), the temptation they could fall into was being cowardly and weak,
which would lead to them denying Jesus. They failed to pray for this strengthening.”®
Jesus finally calls on the Disciples to get up; they are going to meet Judas. Jesus is given
over into the power of the “sinners” who were previously named by their roles (e.g.,
scribes, elders and Chief Priest) but now for their lack of moral character.8%8?

In summary, God is in complete charge, and he is the one who strikes the shepherd.
Jesus needed to submit to this ordeal so that sinners might be saved; this would be
accomplished through his sacrifice.®? Even in failure and their later denial, the Disciples

would eventually be restored, an encouragement to all followers of Jesus.83

Discussion: How do you react to Jesus’ use of the term “Abba”
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Mark 14:43-52 Jesus arrested at Gethsemane

Discussion:

Something that you didn’t expect? How did it make you feel?

Have you ever felt caught out by something that somebody said or did?

Mark 14

Matthew 26

Luke 22

Jesus arrested

43 Just as he was speaking,
Judas, one of the Twelve,
appeared. With him was a
crowd armed with swords
and clubs, sent from the chief
priests, the teachers of the
law, and the elders.

Jesus arrested

47 While he was still speaking,
Judas, one of the Twelve, arrived.
With him was a large crowd
armed with swords and clubs,
sent from the chief priests and
the elders of the people.

Jesus arrested

47 While he was still speaking
a crowd came up, and the man
who was called Judas, one of
the Twelve, was leading them.

44 Now the betrayer had
arranged a signal with them:
‘The one | kiss is the man;
arrest him and lead him away
under guard.” 45 Going at
once to Jesus, Judas said,
‘Rabbi!” and kissed him.

46 The men seized Jesus and

arrested him.

48 Now the betrayer had
arranged a signal with them: ‘The
one | kiss is the man; arrest him.’
49 Going at once to Jesus, Judas
said, ‘Greetings, Rabbi!’ and
kissed him. 50 Jesus replied, ‘Do
what you came for, friend.” Then
the men stepped forward, seized
Jesus and arrested him.

He approached Jesus to kiss
him, 48 but Jesus asked him,
‘Judas, are you betraying the
Son of Man with a kiss?’

John 18

Jesus Arrested

weapons.

3 So Judas came to the garden, guiding a detachment of soldiers and some officials
from the chief priests and the Pharisees. They were carrying torches, lanterns and

4 Jesus, knowing all that was going to happen to him, went out and asked

them, “Who is it you want?” 5 “Jesus of Nazareth,” they replied. “l am he,” Jesus
said. (And Judas the traitor was standing there with them.) 6 When Jesus said, “l am
he,” they drew back and fell to the ground. 7 Again he asked them, “Who is it you
want?” “Jesus of Nazareth,” they said. 8 Jesus answered, “I told you that | am he. If
you are looking for me, then let these men go.” 9 This happened so that the words
he had spoken would be fulfilled: “I have not lost one of those you gave me.”

Mark 14

Matthew 26

Luke 22

47 Then one of those standing
near drew his sword and struck
the servant of the high priest,
cutting off his ear.

51 With that, one of Jesus’
companions reached for his
sword, drew it out and struck
the servant of the high priest,
cutting off his ear.

49 When Jesus’ followers saw
what was going to happen,
they said, ‘Lord, should we
strike with our swords?’ 50 And
one of them struck the servant
of the high priest, cutting off
his right ear.
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Mark 14

Matthew 26

Luke 22

52 ‘Put your sword back in its place,’

Jesus said to him, ‘for all who draw
the sword will die by the sword.

51 But Jesus answered, ‘No
more of this!” And he touched
the man’s ear and healed him.

53 Do you think I cannot call on my

Father, and he will at once put at my
disposal more than twelve legions of

angels? 54 But how then would the
Scriptures be fulfilled that say it

must happen in this way?’

John 18

10 Then Simon Peter, who had a sword, drew it and struck the high priest’s servant,
cutting off his right ear. (The servant’s name was Malchus.) 11 Jesus commanded
Peter, “Put your sword away! Shall | not drink the cup the Father has given me?”

Mark 14

Matthew 26

Luke 22

48 ‘Am | leading a rebellion,’
said Jesus, ‘that you have come
out with swords and clubs to
capture me? 49 Every day | was
with you, teaching in the temple
courts, and you did not arrest
me. But the Scriptures must be
fulfilled.” 50 Then everyone
deserted him and fled.

55 In that hour Jesus said to
the crowd, ‘Am | leading a
rebellion, that you have come
out with swords and clubs to
capture me? Every day | sat in
the temple courts teaching,
and you did not arrest me.

56 But this has all taken place
that the writings of the
prophets might be fulfilled.’
Then all the disciples deserted
him and fled.

52 Then Jesus said to the chief
priests, the officers of the
temple guard, and the elders,
who had come for him, ‘Am |
leading a rebellion, that you
have come with swords and
clubs? 53 Every day | was with
you in the temple courts, and
you did not lay a hand on me.
But this is your hour — when
darkness reigns.’

51 A young man, wearing
nothing but a linen garment,
was following Jesus. When they
seized him, 52 he fled naked,
leaving his garment behind.

Comparison

e Judasis leading a large crowd, reported in Mark and Matthew as being armed with

swords and clubs, sent by the chief priests, elders and teachers of the law (i.e., the

Sanhedrin). Judas identifies Jesus using the pre-arranged signal of a kiss, after which

they seize and arrest Jesus.®* John’s Gospel emphasises the fulfilment of prophecy,

omitting the kiss used by Judas to identify Jesus.

e Luke 22:52 confirms them to be a detachment of temple guards sent by the Temple

authorities rather than being Roman soldiers.
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Mark speaks of “one standing nearby” who draws his sword, while Matthew confirms it
as one of Jesus’ “companions” and Luke states, “followers.” Only John’s Gospel
confirms Peter as wielding the sword. He cuts off the ear of a servant of the high priest,
whom John identifies as Malchus.

Jesus rebukes the Disciple, and in Matthew’s and John’s Gospels, Jesus insists that
scripture needs to be fulfilled. In Luke, Jesus heals the servant’s ear.

In all three Synoptics, Jesus challenges those arresting him. Their arrival might be
appropriate for the arrest of a dangerous revolutionary, yet Jesus was with them daily
in the Temple courts.®> However, once again, Jesus states in Mark and Matthew that
events must occur in this manner so that scripture will be fulfilled, and in Luke’s Gospel,
he says that this is now their time, their “hour.”

Mark and Matthew report that the Disciples deserted Jesus and fled at this point.

Mark adds the account of a young man, one of those attempting to escape, who

manages to wriggle free of his captors but loses his clothes in the process.

Key Points

The term “one of the Twelve” (v43) is used only nine times in the Gospels, eight of
which refer to Judas.8%8” The purpose of the kiss (v44) was for Judas to point out Jesus
in the darkness of the night. As soon as he was identified, Jesus was arrested
immediately.® His role complete, Judas hereafter fades into the background.”®
In all three Synoptics and John’s Gospel, the reference to the servant of “the high
priest” (v47) is in the singular, pointing to the involvement of Caiaphas himself.°*2 No
reason was given for the arrest, but simply carrying out orders of the Sanhedrin.*3
The reference to being “with you” in the Temple (v49) further asserts the Jewish nature
of the party and not Roman soldiers.?*9>°% In Mark’s account, Jesus had spent three
consecutive days teaching in the Temple courts before this Passover night.®’
In the other Gospels, Jesus tells the Disciples not to intervene as scripture must be
fulfilled®®. It demonstrates God’s sovereign control over events. Jesus may have been
referring to Zechariah, Psalm 118 or Isaiah (recalling Mark 14:27):9%:10

7 “Awake, sword, against my shepherd, against the man who is close to me!”

declares the LorD Almighty. “Strike the shepherd, and the sheep will be
scattered...” Zech. 13:7
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Supporting verses from Isaiah 53:
4 Surely he took up our painand bore our suffering, yet we considered him
punished by God, stricken by him, and afflicted. 5 But he was pierced for our
transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us
peace was on him, and by his wounds we are healed. 6 We all, like sheep, have
gone astray, each of us has turned to our own way; and the LORD has laid on him
the iniquity of us all. 7 He was oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not open his
mouth; he was led like a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before its shearers
is silent, so he did not open his mouth. 8a By oppression and judgment he was
taken away. Yet who of his generation protested?...

10a Yet it was the LORD’s will to crush him and cause him to suffer...
11b...my righteous servant will justify many, and he will bear their iniquities.

12b ...because he poured out his life unto death, and was numbered with the
transgressors.

e The Greek term used here, rebellion, is more aligned with a common bandit or robber.
We will later see the irony of this, with Jesus crucified between two robbers (Mark
15:27-28) as if he were one of them, perhaps recalling Isaiah 53:12.1%2

e  What options did the Disciples have? Jesus would not permit them to resist his arrest.
The crowd only had the arrest of Jesus in view at this moment, the Disciples irrelevant
to their mind, whom they assumed would probably fade away once Jesus, their leader,
had been removed from the scene.102103

e There has been speculation as to why Mark included the account of the young man
running away naked (v51-52), including the theory that Mark inserted himself into the
story, something that Matthew and Luke did not include.'°#1%9 Notably, several people
in Mark’s account remain anonymous, the focus therefore on the interaction between
Jesus and Judas.'% This anonymity invites the reader to examine their own readiness to
abandon Jesus.107108

e Insummary, we see events unfolding in the sequence predicted by Jesus®

o One would betray him (Mark 14:18-21): fulfilled in Mark 14:44-66
o All would desert him (Mark 14:27,29,31): fulfilled in Mark 14:50
o Peter would deny him (Mark 14:30-31): about to occur (Mark 14:66-72)

o Jesus goes alone to his ‘fate’, the only one worthy to do so.

Discussion: What do you think was going on in the mind of Jesus during this event? What

was he feeling?
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Mark 14:53-72 The trial of Jesus before the Sanhedrin

your eyes?

Discussion: Do you remember where you were during a major event (e.g., the death of JFK, the
Twin Towers). Were you in a state of disbelief, denial or perhaps awe (e.g., the Moon landings)

as you experienced these? Did it feel “unbelievable” even though it was happening right before

Mark 14

Matthew 26

Luke 22

Jesus before the Sanhedrin

53 They took Jesus to the high
priest, and all the chief priests,
the elders and the teachers of
the law came together.

Jesus before the Sanhedrin

57 Those who had arrested
Jesus took him to Caiaphas the
high priest, where the teachers
of the law and the elders had
assembled.

54 Then seizing him, they led
him away and took him into the
house of the high priest.

54 Peter followed him at a
distance, right into the
courtyard of the high priest.
There he sat with the guards and
warmed himself at the fire.

58 But Peter followed him at a
distance, right up to the
courtyard of the high priest. He
entered and sat down with the
guards to see the outcome.

Peter followed at a distance.

55 The chief priests and the
whole Sanhedrin were looking
for evidence against Jesus so
that they could put him to
death, but they did not find any.
56 Many testified falsely against
him, but their statements did
not agree. 57 Then some stood
up and gave this false testimony
against him:

59 The chief priests and the
whole Sanhedrin were looking
for false evidence against Jesus
so that they could put him to
death. 60 But they did not find
any, though many false
witnesses came forward.
Finally two came forward

66 At daybreak the council of the
elders of the people, both the
chief priests and the teachers of
the law, met together, and Jesus
was led before them.

58 ‘We heard him say, “I will
destroy this temple made with
human hands and in three days
will build another, not made
with hands.”” 59 Yet even then
their testimony did not agree.

61 and declared, ‘This fellow
said, “I am able to destroy the
temple of God and rebuild it in
three days.”’

60 Then the high priest stood up
before them and asked Jesus,
‘Are you not going to answer?
What is this testimony that
these men are bringing against
you?’ 61 But Jesus remained
silent and gave no answer.

62 Then the high priest stood

up and said to Jesus, ‘Are you
not going to answer? What is

this testimony that these men
are bringing against you?’

63 But Jesus remained silent.
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Mark 14 Matthew 26 Luke 22
Again the high priest asked him, The high priest said to him, ‘I 67 ‘If you are the Messiah,’
‘Are you the Messiah, the Son of | charge you under oath by the they said, ‘tell us.’
the Blessed One?’ living God: Tell us if you are the | Jesus answered, ‘If | tell you,
Messiah, the Son of God.’ you will not believe me, 68 and
if | asked you, you would not
answer.
62 ‘l am,’ said Jesus. ‘And you will | 64 ‘You have said so,’ Jesus 69 But from now on, the Son
see the Son of Man sitting at the | replied. ‘But | say to all of you: of Man will be seated at the
right hand of the Mighty One and | from now on you will see the right hand of the mighty God.’
coming on the clouds of heaven.” | Son of Man sitting at the right 70 They all asked, ‘Are you
hand of the Mighty One and then the Son of God?’ He
coming on the clouds of replied, ‘You say that | am.’
heaven.’
63 The high priest tore his 65 Then the high priest tore his | 71 Then they said, ‘Why do we
clothes. ‘Why do we need any clothes and said, ‘He has spoken | need any more testimony? We
more witnesses?’ he asked. blasphemy! Why do we need have heard it from his own
64 ‘You have heard the any more witnesses? Look, now | lips.’
blasphemy. What do you think?’ | you have heard the blasphemy.
They all condemned him as 66 What do you think?’
worthy of death. ‘He is worthy of death,’ they
answered.
65 Then some began to spit at 67 Then they spat in his face
him; they blindfolded him, struck | and struck him with their fists.
him with their fists, and said, Others slapped him 68 and said,
‘Prophesy!’ And the guards took ‘Prophesy to us, Messiah. Who
him and beat him. hit you?’
Peter disowns Jesus Peter disowns Jesus Peter disowns Jesus
66 While Peter was below in the 69 Now Peter was sitting out in | 55 And when some there had
courtyard, one of the servant-girls | the courtyard, and a servant-girl | kindled a fire in the middle of
of the high priest came by. came to him. ‘You also were the courtyard and had sat
67 When she saw Peter warming | with Jesus of Galilee,” she said. down together, Peter sat down
himself, she looked closely at 70 But he denied it before them | with them. 56 A servant-girl
him. ‘You also were with that all. ‘I don’t know what you’re saw him seated there in the
Nazarene, Jesus,” she said. 68 But | talking about,” he said. firelight. She looked closely at
he denied it. ‘I don’t know or him and said, ‘This man was
understand what you’re talking with him.” 57 But he denied it.
about,” he said, ‘Woman, | don’t know him,” he
said.
and went out into the entrance. 71 Then he went out to the 58 A little later someone else
69 When the servant-girl saw him | gateway, where another servant | saw him and said, ‘You also are
there, she said again to those girl saw him and said to the one of them.” ‘Man, | am not!’
standing round them, ‘This fellow | people there, ‘This fellow was Peter replied.
is one of them.” 70 Again he with Jesus of Nazareth.” 72 He
denied it. denied it again, with an oath: ‘|
don’t know the man/!’
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Mark 14

Matthew 26

Luke 22

After a little while, those
standing near said to Peter,
‘Surely you are one of them, for
you are a Galilean.” 71 He began
to call down curses, and he
swore to them, ‘1 don’t know
this man you’re talking about.’

73 After a little while, those
standing there went up to
Peter and said, ‘Surely you are
one of them; your accent gives
you away.’ 74 Then he began
to call down curses, and he
swore to them, ‘1 don’t know
the man/!’

59 About an hour later another
asserted, ‘Certainly this fellow
was with him, for heis a
Galilean.’60 Peter replied, ‘Man,
| don’t know what you’re talking
about!’

72 Immediately the cock crowed
the second time. Then Peter
remembered the word Jesus
had spoken to him: ‘Before the
cock crows twice you will
disown me three times.” And he
broke down and wept.

Immediately a cock crowed.
75 Then Peter remembered
the word Jesus had spoken:
‘Before the cock crows, you
will disown me three times.’
And he went outside and wept
bitterly.

Just as he was speaking, the
cock crowed. 61 The Lord
turned and looked straight at
Peter. Then Peter remembered
the word the Lord had spoken
to him: ‘Before the cock crows
today, you will disown me three
times.” 62 And he went outside
and wept bitterly.

Comparison

e The Synoptics and John’s Gospel report that the trial of Jesus was happening inside

while at the same time, Peter was outside and being questioned about whether he was

a follower. The Gospel writers jump between the two scenes in a slightly different

sequence, so the liberty has been taken to relocate verses from Luke 22:55-62

(highlighted by blue font) to align with those of Mark and Matthew for comparison.

e The delegation sent by the Sanhedrin to arrest Jesus in Gethsemane now brought him

before their council. Matthew shows that they were already assembled, and Luke

informs us that this was at the house of the high priest, Caiaphas. All three Synoptics

report Peter following behind “at a distance”, with Mark and Matthew reporting that

Peter remained outside in the courtyard, warming himself at a fire (in Mark).

e The council were looking for evidence against Jesus that would justify a death sentence,

and even when false testimony was offered, none was found to provide corroborating

information. Luke indicates the meeting occurred at daybreak, while in Mark and

Matthew, two witnesses were finally found who spoke (incorrectly) of Jesus destroying

the Temple and rebuilding it in three days.

e In Mark and Matthew, the high priest asks Jesus about this specific allegation, but Jesus

remains silent throughout.
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e The high priest asks the more direct question of whether Jesus is the Messiah, the son
of the “Blessed One”. In the Synoptics, Jesus confirms that he is, that he will be seen
seated at the right hand of the Father and, one day, coming in the clouds of heaven.

e For the high priest, this is sufficient evidence, which he perceives to be blasphemy, at
which point members of the council begin abusing Jesus by striking and spitting at him.

e Meanwhile, outside, Peter is warming himself by the fire and is challenged by a servant
girl of the high priest. Peter denies knowing Jesus. Later, the same servant girl accuses
Peter again of being a follower of Jesus (in Mark). On the third occasion, others make
the same accusation to Peter, who continues to deny Jesus, even uttering curses and
oaths, his Galilean accent giving him away. Luke tells us this third denial was an hour
later.

e On the third denial, Peter hears the cock crow and remembers the words of Jesus,
weeping bitterly at recognising he has denied Jesus three times as prophesied.

e The parallel verses from John’s Gospel add further insights into these events:

12 Then the detachment of soldiers with its commander and the Jewish

officials arrested Jesus. They bound him 13 and brought him first to Annas, who was
the father-in-law of Caiaphas, the high priest that year. 14 Caiaphas was the one who
had advised the Jewish leaders that it would be good if one man died for the people.

15 Simon Peter and another disciple were following Jesus. Because this disciple was
known to the high priest, he went with Jesus into the high priest’s courtyard, 16 but
Peter had to wait outside at the door. The other disciple, who was known to the high
priest, came back, spoke to the servant girl on duty there and brought Peter in.

17 “You aren’t one of this man’s disciples too, are you?” she asked Peter. He replied, “I
am not.” 18 It was cold, and the servants and officials stood around a fire they had
made to keep warm. Peter also was standing with them, warming himself.

19 Meanwhile, the high priest questioned Jesus about his disciples and his teaching.
20 “I have spoken openly to the world,” Jesus replied. “I always taught in

synagogues or at the temple, where all the Jews come together. | said nothing in
secret. 21 Why question me? Ask those who heard me. Surely they know what | said.”
22 When Jesus said this, one of the officials nearby slapped him in the face. “Is this the
way you answer the high priest?” he demanded. 23 “If | said something wrong,” Jesus
replied, “testify as to what is wrong. But if | spoke the truth, why did you strike

me?” 24 Then Annas sent him bound to Caiaphas the high priest.

25 Meanwhile, Simon Peter was still standing there warming himself. So they asked
him, “You aren’t one of his disciples too, are you?” He denied it, saying, “l am not.”
26 One of the high priest’s servants, a relative of the man whose ear Peter had cut
off, challenged him, “Didn’t | see you with him in the garden?” 27 Again Peter denied
it, and at that moment a rooster began to crow. John 18:12-27
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John reports that Jesus was brought before Annas, the previous high priest, before
going on to Caiaphas. Two Disciples arrive at the courtyard, and Peter is permitted entry
because the other, John, is already known to the high priest (John 18:15-16).11° This
gets Peter into the courtyard, but when challenged, Peter makes his first denial.

The “Meanwhile” (v19) confirms these denials are happening outside at the same time
Jesus is being questioned inside Caiaphas’ palace or villa, first by Annas and then by
Caiaphas (v24).11! It appears the location is the same.

We also learn from John’s Gospel that the third challenge to Peter is from a relative of

the servant of the high priest whose ear was cut off, having seen him at Gethsemane.

Context

This is not a “fair” trial of Jesus and is perhaps better described as a “hearing”, which

sought charges that would be significant enough (e.g., sedition or treason) to place

before Pilate:'!? Pilate would need to be convinced that this was a capital crime 113114

o It had been convened overnight to ensure the crowds were not present to raise
any objections, and Luke confirms it started at daybreak.

o ltis not clear whether all members of the Sanhedrin were present, as it is known
that some (e.g., Nicodemus and Joseph of Arimathea) were sympathetic to Jesus.!*®
A quorum for capital cases would have required only twenty-three members.16:117

o The council was not meeting to determine the guilt or innocence of Jesus but

rather to justify their prior decision to put him to death.!'®1%° The charge had not

yet been decided, but the verdict was already!*?°

Going Deeper: The night of the Last Supper

We observe that these events occur within just a few short hours.

12:00 15:00 18:00 21:00 00:00 03:00 06:00 09:00

| | |15t Night Watch [2n¢ Night Watch| 3" Night Watch] 4th Night Watch |

Jewish Thursday Jewish Friday

midday 6pm midnight 6am [daybreak)

Preparation of the

room and the Passover Meal Garden of Arrest and
Passover Meal (Last Supper) Gethsemane | Trial of Jesus
(Last Supper)

Figure 71: Timeline for the night of the Last Supper

Page 305




Bible Study of Mark’s Gospel

Key Points

The failure to find testimony from two or more witnesses upon which they agreed
would not permit a guilty verdict to be declared (Num.35:30, Deut. 17:6).121122 jesus’
prediction about the destruction of the Temple, for example, was either misstated or
misrepresented (Mark 15:29, John 2:19, Acts 6:14, Hebrews 9:11). In that instance,
Jesus was referring to the Holy of Holies (rather than the entire Temple complex) and
his own resurrected body and the giving of the Holy Spirit as its replacement, concepts
they had failed to understand.'?>124 Errors in their testimony included the assertion
that Jesus would destroy the Temple and that it would be rebuilt in three days.12>12¢
This caused the high priest to adopt a new approach of interrogating Jesus directly.'?’
He asked why Jesus would not answer their accusations. Jesus’ silence perhaps has
Isaiah 53:7 in view. But the following two-fold question by Caiaphas is more direct,
asking a) “Are you the Christ?” and b) “Are you the son of the Blessed One?”.
a) The first points to Jesus’ mission. The hoped-for Messiah was commonly
expected to be a David-like warrior king who would overthrow their Roman
oppressors.1?®
b) Caiaphas asked whether Jesus believed he was divine while carefully avoiding
using the sacred name for God (YHWH) by referring to the “Blessed One”.1?°
Mark’s readers have known about Jesus’ true identity from the beginning of the Gospel,
in that he is the Christ, the Son of God (Mark 1:1).3° In his ministry so far, Jesus has
maintained the Messianic Secret throughout. However, he demonstrated examples of
his exousia, providing insights into his identity through his teaching and miracles, plus
demands of silence from the demons he encountered.'3! His identity finally became
clear to the Disciples in Mark 8:29.132 The Sanhedrin has been infuriated by the reports
that Jesus claimed to have a divine prerogative to forgive sins (Mark 2:5-7), that he was
Lord of the Sabbath (2:28) and that he could nullify Mosaic law (7:14-23).133 In Jesus’
reply to Caiaphas of “l am”, the Messianic Secret finally comes to an end.*3*
This response has two elements. First, that he is the “Son of Man” (rather than the Son
of David) who will be sitting at the right hand of the Father, sharing power with God the
Father.'3> Second, that he will one day “be coming on the clouds” in judgment at the

end of history, the Parousia.’3®'37 These recall Dan. 7:13 and Psalm 110:1.138
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e The high priest tears his (inner) garments in response, not as an expression of rage or
grief, but it is the rendering of a guilty verdict by the high priest.}3%4° |t was not a crime
to pronounce oneself as a messiah. But Jesus, he believes, has incriminated himself by
claims of divinity, meaning there is no further need for witnesses.'4142 Most likely is
the claim of sitting at the right hand of the Father and later coming in judgment.143144
This is a breathtaking reversal of roles, the Galilean preacher a judge over them!4°

e  While the Sanhedrin could pronounce that Jesus was “deserving of death”, they could
not carry it out.}*%'%” They would need Pilate for that, who was present in Jerusalem for
the feast.'#®14° The council mock Jesus and spit on him (see Isaiah 50:6).1>°

e Mark’s Gospel shows us the type of Messiah Jesus is. Rather than being the Son of
David who came to make war with Rome, he came as the Son of Man to make war with
sin, who gave his life as a ransom for many, establishing a new covenant.>?

e Meanwhile, Peter was “below” in the courtyard. The Gospel writers locate these verses
differently, but there is no difference in chronology.?>215315% |n Peter’s first denial, a
woman who is a servant to the high priest recognised him as a companion of the
Nazarene, a term that may have been intended contemptuously for people from
Galilee.?>>1%% She was the doorkeeper.!>”1°8 Peter responded, “I don’t know what
you’re talking about,” and he moved to the forecourt, perhaps away from those
bystanders and the light of the fire.?>°

e When accused by the same woman a second time, Peter’s response is not recorded,
just his denial. On the third occasion, Peter appears to be cursing Jesus while swearing
an oath that he was not one of the Disciples, but his Galilean accent gave him
away.'6%11 At this point, the cock crowed, and Peter recalled the prediction made by
Jesus. Despite his earlier bravado, Peter denied his Lord and all three predictions about
those who would betray or deny him were fulfilled.5?

e This is a reminder that faithful witness to Jesus is most important and easily betrayed. It
is sobering to recognise that the root meaning of martyrs in Greek means “to bear

witness.” We must never find ourselves “ashamed” of the name of Jesus.13

Discussion: In these days of “trial by social media” do you feel it is important to speak out the

truth as you see it, even if you stand alone? Or are the consequences too great to contemplate?
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