Bible Study of Mark’s Gospel

Mark 14:43-52 Jesus arrested at Gethsemane

Discussion:

Something that you didn’t expect? How did it make you feel?

Have you ever felt caught out by something that somebody said or did?

Mark 14

Matthew 26

Luke 22

Jesus arrested

43 Just as he was speaking,
Judas, one of the Twelve,
appeared. With him was a
crowd armed with swords
and clubs, sent from the chief
priests, the teachers of the
law, and the elders.

Jesus arrested

47 While he was still speaking,
Judas, one of the Twelve, arrived.
With him was a large crowd
armed with swords and clubs,
sent from the chief priests and
the elders of the people.

Jesus arrested

47 While he was still speaking
a crowd came up, and the man
who was called Judas, one of
the Twelve, was leading them.

44 Now the betrayer had
arranged a signal with them:
‘The one | kiss is the man;
arrest him and lead him away
under guard.” 45 Going at
once to Jesus, Judas said,
‘Rabbi!” and kissed him.

46 The men seized Jesus and

arrested him.

48 Now the betrayer had
arranged a signal with them: ‘The
one | kiss is the man; arrest him.’
49 Going at once to Jesus, Judas
said, ‘Greetings, Rabbi!’ and
kissed him. 50 Jesus replied, ‘Do
what you came for, friend.” Then
the men stepped forward, seized
Jesus and arrested him.

He approached Jesus to kiss
him, 48 but Jesus asked him,
‘Judas, are you betraying the
Son of Man with a kiss?’

John 18

Jesus Arrested

weapons.

3 So Judas came to the garden, guiding a detachment of soldiers and some officials
from the chief priests and the Pharisees. They were carrying torches, lanterns and

4 Jesus, knowing all that was going to happen to him, went out and asked

them, “Who is it you want?” 5 “Jesus of Nazareth,” they replied. “l am he,” Jesus
said. (And Judas the traitor was standing there with them.) 6 When Jesus said, “l am
he,” they drew back and fell to the ground. 7 Again he asked them, “Who is it you
want?” “Jesus of Nazareth,” they said. 8 Jesus answered, “I told you that | am he. If
you are looking for me, then let these men go.” 9 This happened so that the words
he had spoken would be fulfilled: “I have not lost one of those you gave me.”

Mark 14

Matthew 26

Luke 22

47 Then one of those standing
near drew his sword and struck
the servant of the high priest,
cutting off his ear.

51 With that, one of Jesus’
companions reached for his
sword, drew it out and struck
the servant of the high priest,
cutting off his ear.

49 When Jesus’ followers saw
what was going to happen,
they said, ‘Lord, should we
strike with our swords?’ 50 And
one of them struck the servant
of the high priest, cutting off
his right ear.
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Mark 14

Matthew 26

Luke 22

52 ‘Put your sword back in its place,’

Jesus said to him, ‘for all who draw
the sword will die by the sword.

51 But Jesus answered, ‘No
more of this!” And he touched
the man’s ear and healed him.

53 Do you think I cannot call on my

Father, and he will at once put at my
disposal more than twelve legions of

angels? 54 But how then would the
Scriptures be fulfilled that say it

must happen in this way?’

John 18

10 Then Simon Peter, who had a sword, drew it and struck the high priest’s servant,
cutting off his right ear. (The servant’s name was Malchus.) 11 Jesus commanded
Peter, “Put your sword away! Shall | not drink the cup the Father has given me?”

Mark 14

Matthew 26

Luke 22

48 ‘Am | leading a rebellion,’
said Jesus, ‘that you have come
out with swords and clubs to
capture me? 49 Every day | was
with you, teaching in the temple
courts, and you did not arrest
me. But the Scriptures must be
fulfilled.” 50 Then everyone
deserted him and fled.

55 In that hour Jesus said to
the crowd, ‘Am | leading a
rebellion, that you have come
out with swords and clubs to
capture me? Every day | sat in
the temple courts teaching,
and you did not arrest me.

56 But this has all taken place
that the writings of the
prophets might be fulfilled.’
Then all the disciples deserted
him and fled.

52 Then Jesus said to the chief
priests, the officers of the
temple guard, and the elders,
who had come for him, ‘Am |
leading a rebellion, that you
have come with swords and
clubs? 53 Every day | was with
you in the temple courts, and
you did not lay a hand on me.
But this is your hour — when
darkness reigns.’

51 A young man, wearing
nothing but a linen garment,
was following Jesus. When they
seized him, 52 he fled naked,
leaving his garment behind.

Comparison

e Judasis leading a large crowd, reported in Mark and Matthew as being armed with

swords and clubs, sent by the chief priests, elders and teachers of the law (i.e., the

Sanhedrin). Judas identifies Jesus using the pre-arranged signal of a kiss, after which

they seize and arrest Jesus.®* John’s Gospel emphasises the fulfilment of prophecy,

omitting the kiss used by Judas to identify Jesus.

e Luke 22:52 confirms them to be a detachment of temple guards sent by the Temple

authorities rather than being Roman soldiers.
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Mark speaks of “one standing nearby” who draws his sword, while Matthew confirms it
as one of Jesus’ “companions” and Luke states, “followers.” Only John’s Gospel
confirms Peter as wielding the sword. He cuts off the ear of a servant of the high priest,
whom John identifies as Malchus.

Jesus rebukes the Disciple, and in Matthew’s and John’s Gospels, Jesus insists that
scripture needs to be fulfilled. In Luke, Jesus heals the servant’s ear.

In all three Synoptics, Jesus challenges those arresting him. Their arrival might be
appropriate for the arrest of a dangerous revolutionary, yet Jesus was with them daily
in the Temple courts.®> However, once again, Jesus states in Mark and Matthew that
events must occur in this manner so that scripture will be fulfilled, and in Luke’s Gospel,
he says that this is now their time, their “hour.”

Mark and Matthew report that the Disciples deserted Jesus and fled at this point.

Mark adds the account of a young man, one of those attempting to escape, who

manages to wriggle free of his captors but loses his clothes in the process.

Key Points

The term “one of the Twelve” (v43) is used only nine times in the Gospels, eight of
which refer to Judas.8%8” The purpose of the kiss (v44) was for Judas to point out Jesus
in the darkness of the night. As soon as he was identified, Jesus was arrested
immediately.® His role complete, Judas hereafter fades into the background.”®
In all three Synoptics and John’s Gospel, the reference to the servant of “the high
priest” (v47) is in the singular, pointing to the involvement of Caiaphas himself.°*2 No
reason was given for the arrest, but simply carrying out orders of the Sanhedrin.*3
The reference to being “with you” in the Temple (v49) further asserts the Jewish nature
of the party and not Roman soldiers.?*9>°% In Mark’s account, Jesus had spent three
consecutive days teaching in the Temple courts before this Passover night.®’
In the other Gospels, Jesus tells the Disciples not to intervene as scripture must be
fulfilled®®. It demonstrates God’s sovereign control over events. Jesus may have been
referring to Zechariah, Psalm 118 or Isaiah (recalling Mark 14:27):9%:10

7 “Awake, sword, against my shepherd, against the man who is close to me!”

declares the LorD Almighty. “Strike the shepherd, and the sheep will be
scattered...” Zech. 13:7

Page 299



Bible Study of Mark’s Gospel

Supporting verses from Isaiah 53:
4 Surely he took up our painand bore our suffering, yet we considered him
punished by God, stricken by him, and afflicted. 5 But he was pierced for our
transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us
peace was on him, and by his wounds we are healed. 6 We all, like sheep, have
gone astray, each of us has turned to our own way; and the LORD has laid on him
the iniquity of us all. 7 He was oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not open his
mouth; he was led like a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before its shearers
is silent, so he did not open his mouth. 8a By oppression and judgment he was
taken away. Yet who of his generation protested?...

10a Yet it was the LORD’s will to crush him and cause him to suffer...
11b...my righteous servant will justify many, and he will bear their iniquities.

12b ...because he poured out his life unto death, and was numbered with the
transgressors.

e The Greek term used here, rebellion, is more aligned with a common bandit or robber.
We will later see the irony of this, with Jesus crucified between two robbers (Mark
15:27-28) as if he were one of them, perhaps recalling Isaiah 53:12.1%2

e  What options did the Disciples have? Jesus would not permit them to resist his arrest.
The crowd only had the arrest of Jesus in view at this moment, the Disciples irrelevant
to their mind, whom they assumed would probably fade away once Jesus, their leader,
had been removed from the scene.102103

e There has been speculation as to why Mark included the account of the young man
running away naked (v51-52), including the theory that Mark inserted himself into the
story, something that Matthew and Luke did not include.'°#1%9 Notably, several people
in Mark’s account remain anonymous, the focus therefore on the interaction between
Jesus and Judas.'% This anonymity invites the reader to examine their own readiness to
abandon Jesus.107108

e Insummary, we see events unfolding in the sequence predicted by Jesus®

o One would betray him (Mark 14:18-21): fulfilled in Mark 14:44-66
o All would desert him (Mark 14:27,29,31): fulfilled in Mark 14:50
o Peter would deny him (Mark 14:30-31): about to occur (Mark 14:66-72)

o Jesus goes alone to his ‘fate’, the only one worthy to do so.

Discussion: What do you think was going on in the mind of Jesus during this event? What

was he feeling?
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