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Mark 14:53-72 The trial of Jesus before the Sanhedrin   

 

Discussion: Do you remember where you were during a major event (e.g., the death of JFK, the 

Twin Towers). Were you in a state of disbelief, denial or perhaps awe (e.g., the Moon landings) 

as you experienced these? Did it feel “unbelievable” even though it was happening right before 

your eyes? 
 

Mark 14 Matthew 26 Luke 22 
Jesus before the Sanhedrin 
53 They took Jesus to the high 
priest, and all the chief priests, 
the elders and the teachers of 
the law came together.  

 Jesus before the Sanhedrin 
57 Those who had arrested 
Jesus took him to Caiaphas the 
high priest, where the teachers 
of the law and the elders had 
assembled.  

54 Then seizing him, they led 
him away and took him into the 
house of the high priest.  
 

54 Peter followed him at a 
distance, right into the 
courtyard of the high priest. 
There he sat with the guards and 
warmed himself at the fire. 

58 But Peter followed him at a 
distance, right up to the 
courtyard of the high priest. He 
entered and sat down with the 
guards to see the outcome. 

Peter followed at a distance.  
 
 
 

55 The chief priests and the 
whole Sanhedrin were looking 
for evidence against Jesus so 
that they could put him to 
death, but they did not find any. 
56 Many testified falsely against 
him, but their statements did 
not agree. 57 Then some stood 
up and gave this false testimony 
against him:  

59 The chief priests and the 
whole Sanhedrin were looking 
for false evidence against Jesus 
so that they could put him to 
death. 60 But they did not find 
any, though many false 
witnesses came forward. 
Finally two came forward  

66 At daybreak the council of the 
elders of the people, both the 
chief priests and the teachers of 
the law, met together, and Jesus 
was led before them.  
 
 

58 ‘We heard him say, “I will 
destroy this temple made with 
human hands and in three days 
will build another, not made 
with hands.”’ 59 Yet even then 
their testimony did not agree. 

61 and declared, ‘This fellow 
said, “I am able to destroy the 
temple of God and rebuild it in 
three days.”’  

 
 
 
 

60 Then the high priest stood up 
before them and asked Jesus, 
‘Are you not going to answer? 
What is this testimony that 
these men are bringing against 
you?’ 61 But Jesus remained 
silent and gave no answer. 

62 Then the high priest stood 
up and said to Jesus, ‘Are you 
not going to answer? What is 
this testimony that these men 
are bringing against you?’ 
63 But Jesus remained silent.  

 
 
 
 

  

 66 
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Mark 14 Matthew 26 Luke 22 
Again the high priest asked him, 
‘Are you the Messiah, the Son of 
the Blessed One?’  
 
 
 

The high priest said to him, ‘I 
charge you under oath by the 
living God: Tell us if you are the 
Messiah, the Son of God.’  

67 ‘If you are the Messiah,’ 
they said, ‘tell us.’ 
Jesus answered, ‘If I tell you, 
you will not believe me, 68 and 
if I asked you, you would not 
answer.  

62 ‘I am,’ said Jesus. ‘And you will 
see the Son of Man sitting at the 
right hand of the Mighty One and 
coming on the clouds of heaven.’ 

64 ‘You have said so,’ Jesus 
replied. ‘But I say to all of you: 
from now on you will see the 
Son of Man sitting at the right 
hand of the Mighty One and 
coming on the clouds of 
heaven.’ 

69 But from now on, the Son 
of Man will be seated at the 
right hand of the mighty God.’ 
70 They all asked, ‘Are you 
then the Son of God?’ He 
replied, ‘You say that I am.’ 

63 The high priest tore his 
clothes. ‘Why do we need any 
more witnesses?’ he asked. 
64 ‘You have heard the 
blasphemy. What do you think?’ 
They all condemned him as 
worthy of death.  
 

65 Then the high priest tore his 
clothes and said, ‘He has spoken 
blasphemy! Why do we need 
any more witnesses? Look, now 
you have heard the blasphemy. 
66 What do you think?’ 
‘He is worthy of death,’ they 
answered. 

71 Then they said, ‘Why do we 
need any more testimony? We 
have heard it from his own 
lips.’ 

65 Then some began to spit at 
him; they blindfolded him, struck 
him with their fists, and said, 
‘Prophesy!’ And the guards took 
him and beat him. 

67 Then they spat in his face 
and struck him with their fists. 
Others slapped him 68 and said, 
‘Prophesy to us, Messiah. Who 
hit you?’ 

 

Peter disowns Jesus 
66 While Peter was below in the 
courtyard, one of the servant-girls 
of the high priest came by. 
67 When she saw Peter warming 
himself, she looked closely at 
him. ‘You also were with that 
Nazarene, Jesus,’ she said. 68 But 
he denied it. ‘I don’t know or 
understand what you’re talking 
about,’ he said,  

Peter disowns Jesus 
69 Now Peter was sitting out in 
the courtyard, and a servant-girl 
came to him. ‘You also were 
with Jesus of Galilee,’ she said. 
70 But he denied it before them 
all. ‘I don’t know what you’re 
talking about,’ he said. 
 
 
 
 

Peter disowns Jesus 
55 And when some there had 
kindled a fire in the middle of 
the courtyard and had sat 
down together, Peter sat down 
with them. 56 A servant-girl 
saw him seated there in the 
firelight. She looked closely at 
him and said, ‘This man was 
with him.’ 57 But he denied it. 
‘Woman, I don’t know him,’ he 
said.  

and went out into the entrance. 
69 When the servant-girl saw him 
there, she said again to those 
standing round them, ‘This fellow 
is one of them.’ 70 Again he 
denied it.  

71 Then he went out to the 
gateway, where another servant 
girl saw him and said to the 
people there, ‘This fellow was 
with Jesus of Nazareth.’ 72 He 
denied it again, with an oath: ‘I 
don’t know the man!’  

58 A little later someone else 
saw him and said, ‘You also are 
one of them.’ ‘Man, I am not!’ 
Peter replied.  
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After a little while, those 
standing near said to Peter, 
‘Surely you are one of them, for 
you are a Galilean.’ 71 He began 
to call down curses, and he 
swore to them, ‘I don’t know 
this man you’re talking about.’ 

73 After a little while, those 
standing there went up to 
Peter and said, ‘Surely you are 
one of them; your accent gives 
you away.’ 74 Then he began 
to call down curses, and he 
swore to them, ‘I don’t know 
the man!’ 

59 About an hour later another 
asserted, ‘Certainly this fellow 
was with him, for he is a 
Galilean.’60 Peter replied, ‘Man, 
I don’t know what you’re talking 
about!’  
 
 

72 Immediately the cock crowed 
the second time. Then Peter 
remembered the word Jesus 
had spoken to him: ‘Before the 
cock crows twice you will 
disown me three times.’ And he 
broke down and wept. 

Immediately a cock crowed. 
75 Then Peter remembered 
the word Jesus had spoken: 
‘Before the cock crows, you 
will disown me three times.’ 
And he went outside and wept 
bitterly.  
 

Just as he was speaking, the 
cock crowed. 61 The Lord 
turned and looked straight at 
Peter. Then Peter remembered 
the word the Lord had spoken 
to him: ‘Before the cock crows 
today, you will disown me three 
times.’ 62 And he went outside 
and wept bitterly. 

Comparison 
• The Synoptics and John’s Gospel report that the trial of Jesus was happening inside 

while at the same time, Peter was outside and being questioned about whether he was 

a follower. The Gospel writers jump between the two scenes in a slightly different 

sequence, so the liberty has been taken to relocate verses from Luke 22:55-62  

(highlighted by blue font) to align with those of Mark and Matthew for comparison. 

• The delegation sent by the Sanhedrin to arrest Jesus in Gethsemane now brought him 

before their council. Matthew shows that they were already assembled, and Luke 

informs us that this was at the house of the high priest, Caiaphas. All three Synoptics 

report Peter following behind “at a distance”, with Mark and Matthew reporting that 

Peter remained outside in the courtyard, warming himself at a fire (in Mark). 

• The council were looking for evidence against Jesus that would justify a death sentence, 

and even when false testimony was offered, none was found to provide corroborating 

information. Luke indicates the meeting occurred at daybreak, while in Mark and 

Matthew, two witnesses were finally found who spoke (incorrectly) of Jesus destroying 

the Temple and rebuilding it in three days.  

• In Mark and Matthew, the high priest asks Jesus about this specific allegation, but Jesus 

remains silent throughout.  
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• The high priest asks the more direct question of whether Jesus is the Messiah, the son 

of the “Blessed One”. In the Synoptics, Jesus confirms that he is, that he will be seen 

seated at the right hand of the Father and, one day, coming in the clouds of heaven. 

• For the high priest, this is sufficient evidence, which he perceives to be blasphemy, at 

which point members of the council begin abusing Jesus by striking and spitting at him. 

• Meanwhile, outside, Peter is warming himself by the fire and is challenged by a servant 

girl of the high priest. Peter denies knowing Jesus. Later, the same servant girl accuses 

Peter again of being a follower of Jesus (in Mark). On the third occasion, others make 

the same accusation to Peter, who continues to deny Jesus, even uttering curses and 

oaths, his Galilean accent giving him away. Luke tells us this third denial was an hour 

later.  

• On the third denial, Peter hears the cock crow and remembers the words of Jesus, 

weeping bitterly at recognising he has denied Jesus three times as prophesied.   

• The parallel verses from John’s Gospel add further insights into these events: 

12 Then the detachment of soldiers with its commander and the Jewish 
officials arrested Jesus. They bound him 13 and brought him first to Annas, who was 
the father-in-law of Caiaphas, the high priest that year. 14 Caiaphas was the one who 
had advised the Jewish leaders that it would be good if one man died for the people. 
15 Simon Peter and another disciple were following Jesus. Because this disciple was 
known to the high priest, he went with Jesus into the high priest’s courtyard, 16 but 
Peter had to wait outside at the door. The other disciple, who was known to the high 
priest, came back, spoke to the servant girl on duty there and brought Peter in.  
17 “You aren’t one of this man’s disciples too, are you?” she asked Peter. He replied, “I 
am not.” 18 It was cold, and the servants and officials stood around a fire they had 
made to keep warm. Peter also was standing with them, warming himself.  
19 Meanwhile, the high priest questioned Jesus about his disciples and his teaching. 
20 “I have spoken openly to the world,” Jesus replied. “I always taught in 
synagogues or at the temple, where all the Jews come together. I said nothing in 
secret. 21 Why question me? Ask those who heard me. Surely they know what I said.” 
22 When Jesus said this, one of the officials nearby slapped him in the face. “Is this the 
way you answer the high priest?” he demanded. 23 “If I said something wrong,” Jesus 
replied, “testify as to what is wrong. But if I spoke the truth, why did you strike 
me?” 24 Then Annas sent him bound to Caiaphas the high priest.  
25 Meanwhile, Simon Peter was still standing there warming himself. So they asked 
him, “You aren’t one of his disciples too, are you?” He denied it, saying, “I am not.” 
26 One of the high priest’s servants, a relative of the man whose ear Peter had cut 
off, challenged him, “Didn’t I see you with him in the garden?” 27 Again Peter denied 
it, and at that moment a rooster began to crow.                             John 18:12-27 
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• John reports that Jesus was brought before Annas, the previous high priest, before 

going on to Caiaphas. Two Disciples arrive at the courtyard, and Peter is permitted entry 

because the other, John, is already known to the high priest (John 18:15-16).110 This 

gets Peter into the courtyard, but when challenged, Peter makes his first denial.  

• The “Meanwhile” (v19) confirms these denials are happening outside at the same time 

Jesus is being questioned inside Caiaphas’ palace or villa, first by Annas and then by 

Caiaphas (v24).111 It appears the location is the same.  

• We also learn from John’s Gospel that the third challenge to Peter is from a relative of 

the servant of the high priest whose ear was cut off, having seen him at Gethsemane.  

Context 
• This is not a “fair” trial of Jesus and is perhaps better described as a “hearing”, which 

sought charges that would be significant enough (e.g., sedition or treason) to place 

before Pilate:112 Pilate would need to be convinced that this was a capital crime.113,114  

o  It had been convened overnight to ensure the crowds were not present to raise 

any objections, and Luke confirms it started at daybreak. 

o It is not clear whether all members of the Sanhedrin were present, as it is known 

that some (e.g., Nicodemus and Joseph of Arimathea) were sympathetic to Jesus.115 

A quorum for capital cases would have required only twenty-three members.116,117 

o The council was not meeting to determine the guilt or innocence of Jesus but 

rather to justify their prior decision to put him to death.118,119 The charge had not 

yet been decided, but the verdict was already!120  

 Going Deeper: The night of the Last Supper 
 

 We observe that these events occur within just a few short hours.  

 

 

 

 Figure 71: Timeline for the night of the Last Supper  
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Key Points 
• The failure to find testimony from two or more witnesses upon which they agreed 

would not permit a guilty verdict to be declared (Num.35:30, Deut. 17:6).121,122 Jesus’ 

prediction about the destruction of the Temple, for example, was either misstated or 

misrepresented (Mark 15:29, John 2:19, Acts 6:14, Hebrews 9:11). In that instance, 

Jesus was referring to the Holy of Holies (rather than the entire Temple complex) and 

his own resurrected body and the giving of the Holy Spirit as its replacement, concepts 

they had failed to understand.123,124  Errors in their testimony included the assertion 

that Jesus would destroy the Temple and that it would be rebuilt in three days.125,126 

• This caused the high priest to adopt a new approach of interrogating Jesus directly.127 

He asked why Jesus would not answer their accusations. Jesus’ silence perhaps has 

Isaiah 53:7 in view. But the following two-fold question by Caiaphas is more direct, 

asking a) “Are you the Christ?” and b) “Are you the son of the Blessed One?”.  

a) The first points to Jesus’ mission. The hoped-for Messiah was commonly 

expected to be a David-like warrior king who would overthrow their Roman 

oppressors.128  

b) Caiaphas asked whether Jesus believed he was divine while carefully avoiding 

using the sacred name for God (YHWH) by referring to the “Blessed One”.129      

• Mark’s readers have known about Jesus’ true identity from the beginning of the Gospel, 

in that he is the Christ, the Son of God (Mark 1:1).130 In his ministry so far, Jesus has 

maintained the Messianic Secret throughout. However, he demonstrated examples of 

his exousia, providing insights into his identity through his teaching and miracles, plus 

demands of silence from the demons he encountered.131 His identity finally became 

clear to the Disciples in Mark 8:29.132 The Sanhedrin has been infuriated by the reports 

that Jesus claimed to have a divine prerogative to forgive sins (Mark 2:5-7), that he was 

Lord of the Sabbath (2:28) and that he could nullify Mosaic law (7:14-23).133 In Jesus’ 

reply to Caiaphas of “I am”, the Messianic Secret finally comes to an end.134   

• This response has two elements. First, that he is the “Son of Man” (rather than the Son 

of David) who will be sitting at the right hand of the Father, sharing power with God the 

Father.135 Second, that he will one day “be coming on the clouds” in judgment at the 

end of history, the Parousia.136,137  These recall Dan. 7:13 and Psalm 110:1.138     
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• The high priest tears his (inner) garments in response, not as an expression of rage or 

grief, but it is the rendering of a guilty verdict by the high priest.139,140 It was not a crime 

to pronounce oneself as a messiah. But Jesus, he believes, has incriminated himself by 

claims of divinity, meaning there is no further need for witnesses.141,142 Most likely is 

the claim of sitting at the right hand of the Father and later coming in judgment.143,144 

This is a breathtaking reversal of roles, the Galilean preacher a judge over them!145 

• While the Sanhedrin could pronounce that Jesus was “deserving of death”, they could 

not carry it out.146,147 They would need Pilate for that, who was present in Jerusalem for 

the feast.148,149 The council mock Jesus and spit on him (see Isaiah 50:6).150  

• Mark’s Gospel shows us the type of Messiah Jesus is. Rather than being the Son of 

David who came to make war with Rome, he came as the Son of Man to make war with 

sin, who gave his life as a ransom for many, establishing a new covenant.151   

• Meanwhile, Peter was “below” in the courtyard. The Gospel writers locate these verses 

differently, but there is no difference in chronology.152,153,154 In Peter’s first denial, a 

woman who is a servant to the high priest recognised him as a companion of the 

Nazarene, a term that may have been intended contemptuously for people from 

Galilee.155,156  She was the doorkeeper.157,158 Peter responded, “I don’t know what 

you’re talking about,” and he moved to the forecourt, perhaps away from those 

bystanders and the light of the fire.159  

• When accused by the same woman a second time, Peter’s response is not recorded, 

just his denial. On the third occasion, Peter appears to be cursing Jesus while swearing 

an oath that he was not one of the Disciples, but his Galilean accent gave him 

away.160,161 At this point, the cock crowed, and Peter recalled the prediction made by 

Jesus. Despite his earlier bravado, Peter denied his Lord and all three predictions about 

those who would betray or deny him were fulfilled.162 

• This is a reminder that faithful witness to Jesus is most important and easily betrayed. It 

is sobering to recognise that the root meaning of martyrs in Greek means “to bear 

witness.” We must never find ourselves “ashamed” of the name of Jesus.163 

Discussion:  In these days of “trial by social media” do you feel it is important to speak out the 

truth as you see it, even if you stand alone? Or are the consequences too great to contemplate?    
 


