Bible Study of Mark’s Gospel

’ Mark 15:16-32 The Crucifixion of Jesus

or public figures?

Discussion: What is your view of the mockery that frequently occurs in modern society of political

Mark 15

Matthew 27

John 19

The soldiers mock Jesus

16 The soldiers led Jesus away
into the palace (that is, the
Praetorium) and called together
the whole company of soldiers.

The soldiers mock Jesus

27 Then the governor’s soldiers
took Jesus into the Praetorium
and gathered the whole
company of soldiers round him.

17 They put a purple robe on
him, then twisted together a
crown of thorns and set it on
him. 18 And they began to call
out to him, ‘Hail, king of the
Jews!” 19 Again and again they
struck him on the head with a
staff and spat on him. Falling on
their knees, they paid homage
to him.

28 They stripped him and put a
scarlet robe on him, 29 and then
twisted together a crown of
thorns and set it on his head.
They put a staff in his right
hand. Then they knelt in front of
him and mocked him. ‘Hail, king
of the Jews!” they said. 30 They
spat on him, and took the staff
and struck him on the head
again and again.

2 The soldiers twisted together
a crown of thorns and put it on
his head. They clothed himin a
purple robe 3 and went up to
him again and again, saying,
“Hail, king of the Jews!” And
they slapped him in the face.

20 And when they had mocked
him, they took off the purple
robe and put his own clothes on
him. Then they led him out to
crucify him.

31 After they had mocked him,
they took off the robe and put
his own clothes on him. Then
they led him away to crucify him

Mark 15

Matthew 27

Luke 23

The crucifixion of Jesus

21 A certain man from Cyrene,
Simon, the father of Alexander
and Rufus, was passing by on his
way in from the country, and
they forced him to carry the
cross. 22 They brought Jesus to
the place called Golgotha (which
means ‘the place of the skull’).

The crucifixion of Jesus

32 As they were going out, they
met a man from Cyrene, named
Simon, and they forced him to
carry the cross. 33 They came to
a place called Golgotha (which
means ‘the place of the skull’).

The crucifixion of Jesus

26 As the soldiers led him away,
they seized Simon from Cyrene,
who was on his way in from the
country, and put the cross on
him and made him carry it
behind Jesus.

23 Then they offered him wine
mixed with myrrh, but he did
not take it. 24 And they
crucified him. Dividing up his
clothes, they cast lots to see
what each would get.

34 There they offered Jesus
wine to drink, mixed with gall;
but after tasting it, he refused to
drink it. 35 When they had
crucified him, they divided up
his clothes by casting lots.
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Mark 15

Matthew 27

Luke 23

25 It was nine in the morning
when they crucified him.

26 The written notice of the
charge against him read: the
king of the jews.

36 And sitting down, they kept
watch over him there. 37 Above
his head they placed the written
charge against him: this is jesus,
the king of the jews.

27 They crucified two rebels
with him, one on his right
and one on his left.

38 Two rebels were crucified
with him, one on his right and
one on his left.

32 Two other men, both criminals,
were also led out with him to be
executed. 33 When they came to
the place called the Skull, they
crucified him there, along with the
criminals — one on his right, the
other on his left.

34 Jesus said, ‘Father, forgive
them, for they do not know what
they are doing.” And they divided
up his clothes by casting lots.

29 Those who passed by
hurled insults at him, shaking
their heads and saying, ‘So!
You who are going to destroy
the temple and build it in
three days, 30 come down
from the cross and save
yourselfl’

39 Those who passed by hurled
insults at him, shaking their
heads 40 and saying, ‘You who
are going to destroy the temple
and build it in three days, save
yourself! Come down from the
cross, if you are the Son of God!’

35 The people stood watching, and
the rulers even sneered at him.
They said, ‘He saved others; let him
save himself if he is God’s Messiah,
the Chosen One.’ 36 The soldiers
also came up and mocked him.
They offered him wine vinegar

37 and said, ‘If you are the king of
the Jews, save yourself.’

38 There was a written notice
above him, which read: this is the
king of the jews.

31 In the same way the chief
priests and the teachers of
the law mocked him among
themselves. ‘He saved
others,” they said, ‘but he
can’t save himself! 32 Let this
Messiah, this king of Israel,
come down now from the
cross, that we may see and
believe.’

41 In the same way the chief
priests, the teachers of the law
and the elders mocked him.

42 ‘He saved others,’ they said,
‘but he can’t save himself! He’s
the king of Israel! Let him come
down now from the cross, and
we will believe in him. 43 He
trusts in God. Let God rescue
him now if he wants him, for he
said, “l am the Son of God.””

Those crucified with him also
heaped insults on him.

44 In the same way the rebels
who were crucified with him
also heaped insults on him

39 One of the criminals who hung
there hurled insults at him: “Aren’t
you the Messiah? Save yourself
and us!” 40 But the other criminal
rebuked him. “Don’t you fear
God,” he said, “since you are under
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the same sentence? 41 We are
punished justly, for we are getting
what our deeds deserve. But this
man has done nothing wrong.”

42 Then he said, “Jesus, remember
me when you come into your
kingdom. 43 Jesus answered

him, “Truly | tell you, today you will
be with me in paradise.”

Comparison

e All four Gospels report Jesus being mocked, although Luke reports that occurring when
Jesus was sent before Herod. Mark and Matthew state that Jesus was taken into the
Praetorium, where the entire company of soldiers had gathered.

e Mark, Matthew, and John report a scarlet or purple robe (indicating royalty or kingship)
and the crown of thorns. Matthew adds that a staff (representing a sceptre, a symbol of
kingship) was also placed into Jesus's hands. The soldiers humiliated Jesus by slapping,
spitting on him, and kneeling in fake homage, addressing him as “king.”

e Inall three Synoptics, a man named Simon of Cyrene was made to carry the cross of
Jesus. The site of the crucifixion was known as Golgotha.

e Mark and Matthew record that Jesus refused a drink of wine with myrrh and that once
he was crucified, the Roman soldiers cast lots for Jesus’ clothes.

e Mark tells us that Jesus was crucified at 9 am and that a sign was placed over his head,
announcing him as “King of the Jews”.

e All three Synoptics report that two criminals were crucified on either side of Jesus. Only
Luke has Jesus praying to his Father for the forgiveness of those responsible for
crucifying him. The Roman soldiers and other people passing by sneered at Jesus,
repeating the claim that Jesus had said he could rebuild the Temple in three days, but
taunting him to “save himself”.

e In Mark and Matthew, the Chief Priests, teachers of the law, and elders mocked Jesus,
stating that he couldn’t save himself but sarcastically asserting that if he did come down
from the cross, only then would they believe in him.

e Mark and Matthew tell us that the two criminals also taunted Jesus. Luke 23:39-43

alone reports that one of the criminals asked Jesus to save him.
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e John’s Gospel also contains an account of Jesus's crucifixion, highlighting that casting

lots for Jesus’ clothes fulfilled scripture (Psalm 22:18).

John 19

The Crucifixion of Jesus

So the soldiers took charge of Jesus. 17 Carrying his own cross, he went out to the place of
the Skull (which in Aramaic is called Golgotha). 18 There they crucified him, and with him
two others—one on each side and Jesus in the middle.

19 Pilate had a notice prepared and fastened to the cross. It read: JESUS OF NAZARETH, THE
KING OF THE JEWS. 20 Many of the Jews read this sign, for the place where Jesus was crucified
was near the city, and the sign was written in Aramaic, Latin and Greek. 21 The chief
priests of the Jews protested to Pilate, “Do not write ‘The King of the Jews,’ but that this
man claimed to be king of the Jews.” 22 Pilate answered, “What | have written, | have
written.”

23 When the soldiers crucified Jesus, they took his clothes, dividing them into four shares,
one for each of them, with the undergarment remaining. This garment was seamless,
woven in one piece from top to bottom. 24 “Let’s not tear it,” they said to one another.
“Let’s decide by lot who will get it.” This happened that the scripture might be

fulfilled that said,

“They divided my clothes among them and cast lots for my garment.”

So this is what the soldiers did.

Context

e Pilate’s residence for much of the year was on the coast at Caesarea, but he stayed in
Jerusalem for this particular festival.3! His official title was praetor, which means
magistrate and commander of a local army. The Praetorium was the name given (even
if temporarily while he was in residence) to the place from which he exercised his
authority. The company of soldiers numbered about six hundred and would have

comprised predominantly Gentile auxiliaries from neighbouring areas, not Romans.3?33

Key Points

e The purpose of dressing Jesus as a king (v17-20) was to humiliate him by paying mock
homage to him. However, we learn from this that Jesus had his original clothes put back
on afterwards, whereas the typical victim was paraded naked through the streets to
their crucifixion.3*3°> Scourging often continued on the way to the site.?®

e The person being crucified was usually forced to carry their cross through the streets of
the city to the site outside. But the scourging administered by the soldiers was often so

severe it could kill a person. Jesus would have been severely weakened and probably
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unable to carry the cross the entire distance. Roman soldiers had the right to compel
people to perform tasks for them, so they pressed into service a visitor to the city,
Simon of Cyrene, to carry the cross the remaining distance.3’ Cyrene was the capital of
modern-day Libya.3® The naming of Simon’s sons, Alexander and Rufus, suggests they
were probably a Christian family known to Mark’s readers but not to the readers of

Matthew or Luke, from which they are omitted.3%4°

Going Deeper: The Cross

There were three shapes of cross in common use for crucifixion by the Romans:*
e crux decussata, shaped in the form of an X
e crux commissa, shaped in the formofa T
e crux immissa, shaped in the form of a 1-
We note (in Matt. 27:37) that a sign was placed over Jesus’ head, which is only possible

with the latter of these three shapes. Typically, the victim would only carry the

crossbeam, as the main upright beam was left in place as a deterrent to passers-by.*>43

The hill at Golgotha apparently had a skull-like shape (v22). While it was located outside
the city during Jesus's time, Herod Agrippa later enlarged the city wall, enclosing the
site.** The Church of the Holy Sepulchre in Jerusalem is now considered the most likely
location of the crucifixion site.*>4

Wine and myrrh were traditionally offered as a painkiller to numb the senses of those
being crucified, although it’s unknown how effective that might have been.*’ It seems
likely that Jesus rejected this, partly in keeping with his prophesy that he would not
“drink again of the fruit of the vine” until he was in heaven, but also to fully “drink the
cup” that had been ordained for him to suffer.*®4°

“And they crucified him” is a simple statement that goes into no detail. There was no
need to, as it was the most common form of capital punishment for slaves and lower
classes across the Roman Empire when the Gospels were written.>° Roman citizens
were exempt from it, and it was finally banned over 300 years later by the emperor
Constantine. Contemporary historians referred to the cruelty and torturing nature of

this form of death.>1°2°>3
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e Having been handed over to Pilate at daybreak (6 a.m.), Mark states that the crucifixion
occurred only three hours later at 9 a.m. (the “third hour” in the original Greek). This is
the first of three occasions that Mark identifies a time during that day (which continues
in our next session).>>>

e The placard placed over Jesus’ head, which said “King of the Jews”, was intended as
Roman sarcasm. Yet it speaks a truth to Christian believers as we consider Jesus as the
Christ, the Messiah, the Son of God, and our Lord and King.>®>”->8John 19:20 notes that
the sign was written in three languages.”

e While it only appears in Luke’s account, Jesus' forgiveness of one of the criminals
demonstrates the depth of compassion and love that Jesus had, even at this moment of
unimaginable pain and distress.®°

e |tis now known that verse 28 (“He was reckoned with the transgressors”) is not part of
the original Greek scripture but was added by Erasmus (from Luke 22:37), which is how
it later became part of the KJV.%!

e The Synoptic accounts show that while he hung on the cross, Jesus was mocked by
three separate groups:%23

o Passers-by and Roman soldiers. Their accusations regarding destroying the Temple
and rebuilding in three days recall the false testimony at Jesus’ trial (Mark 14:58).

o The Chief Priests and scribes mocked his apparent inability to save himself despite
saving many others. They sarcastically suggested they might believe in him if only
he would give them a sign (miraculously coming down from the cross).

o The bandits crucified either side of Jesus.

None of them, of course, recognise what God is doing through the death of his
son.%*

e Numerous aspects of the crucifixion accounts allude to Psalm 22 (e.g., Mark 15:24, 29

and in particular 34, Matt. 27:43).5>%° This will be explored further in the next session.

Discussion: What does the phrase “pick up your cross and follow Jesus” mean to you?
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