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Mark 15:42-47 The Burial of Jesus   

 

Discussion:    Which life events do we really prepare for? A driving test, Christmas Day, a wedding 

or perhaps a friend’s 21st birthday?  

 
Mark 15 Matthew 27 Luke 23 

The burial of Jesus 
42 It was Preparation Day (that is, 
the day before the Sabbath). So as 
evening approached, 43 Joseph of 
Arimathea, a prominent member 
of the Council, who was himself 
waiting for the kingdom of God, 
went boldly to Pilate and asked for 
Jesus’ body. 44 Pilate was surprised 
to hear that he was already dead. 
Summoning the centurion, he 
asked him if Jesus had already 
died. 45 When he learned from the 
centurion that it was so, he gave 
the body to Joseph.  

The burial of Jesus 
57 As evening approached, 
there came a rich man from 
Arimathea, named Joseph, 
who had himself become a 
disciple of Jesus. 58 Going to 
Pilate, he asked for Jesus’ 
body, and Pilate ordered that 
it be given to him.  
 
 
 
 
 

The burial of Jesus 
50 Now there was a man 
named Joseph, a member of 
the Council, a good and 
upright man, 51 who had not 
consented to their decision 
and action. He came from the 
Judean town of Arimathea, 
and he himself was waiting 
for the kingdom of God. 
52 Going to Pilate, he asked 
for Jesus’ body.  
 
 

46 So Joseph bought some linen 
cloth, took down the body, 
wrapped it in the linen, and placed 
it in a tomb cut out of rock. Then 
he rolled a stone against the 
entrance of the tomb.  

59 Joseph took the body, 
wrapped it in a clean linen 
cloth, 60 and placed it in his 
own new tomb that he had 
cut out of the rock. He rolled 
a big stone in front of the 
entrance to the tomb and 
went away.  

53 Then he took it down, 
wrapped it in linen cloth and 
placed it in a tomb cut in the 
rock, one in which no one 
had yet been laid.  

  54 It was Preparation Day, 
and the Sabbath was about 
to begin.  

47 Mary Magdalene and Mary the 
mother of Joseph saw where he 
was laid. 

61 Mary Magdalene and the 
other Mary were sitting there 
opposite the tomb. 
 
 

55 The women who had 
come with Jesus from Galilee 
followed Joseph and saw the 
tomb and how his body was 
laid in it.  

  
 

56 Then they went home and 
prepared spices and 
perfumes. But they rested on 
the Sabbath in obedience to 
the commandment. 

 70 
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Comparison 
• Mark confirms it was the Day of Preparation (also John 19:31 and Luke 23:54), and the 

next day (starting at sunset, around 6 p.m.) was a Sabbath. Darkness covered the land 

until 3 p.m., after which Jesus died, so these events had to occur between 4 and 6 

p.m.101   

• Joseph of Arimathea, a prominent member of the Sanhedrin, requested that Pilate 

allow him to take Jesus’ body. In Mark, Pilate checked with the centurion that Jesus had 

indeed died.  

• Joseph wrapped the body in linen and placed it in a tomb cut from the rock, which 

Matthew and Luke state was a freshly created tomb, not used before. Mark and 

Matthew state that a large stone was then rolled into place to cover the tomb entrance. 

• The women noted where the body was laid. Luke records that as the Sabbath 

approached, they went home to prepare spices and perfumes to prepare the body for 

burial once the Sabbath day was over.   

• The parallel verses of this account in John’s Gospel are shown below: 

John 19 
The Burial of Jesus 
38 Later, Joseph of Arimathea asked Pilate for the body of Jesus. Now Joseph was a 
disciple of Jesus, but secretly because he feared the Jewish leaders. With Pilate’s 
permission, he came and took the body away.   
39 He was accompanied by Nicodemus, the man who earlier had visited Jesus at 
night. Nicodemus brought a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about seventy-five pounds. 
40 Taking Jesus’ body, the two of them wrapped it, with the spices, in strips of 
linen. This was in accordance with Jewish burial customs.   
41 At the place where Jesus was crucified, there was a garden, and in the garden a 
new tomb, in which no one had ever been laid.   
42 Because it was the Jewish day of Preparation and since the tomb was nearby, they 
laid Jesus there.  

 
• John’s Gospel tells us that Joseph of Arimathea was secretly a disciple of Jesus. His 

colleague Nicodemus, who was also in the Sanhedrin, brought spices, and together, 

they wrapped the body of Jesus in strips of linen and spices. 

• John also confirms it was a new tomb, not used before, and that it was helpfully nearby 

as the Sabbath approached.  
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Context 

• Across the Roman Empire, the burial of crucified people was forbidden. Upon the death 

of a condemned man, Roman Law dictated the loss of all honours and forfeiture of their 

property, and they could not be buried.102 Furthermore, the sight of bodies left on a 

cross long after death acted as a strong deterrent to others. However, the Romans 

responded to Jewish sensibilities in Judea regarding the treatment of dead bodies by 

permitting burial in mass graves.103 This is probably what happened to the bodies of the 

two criminals executed alongside Jesus, of whom we hear no further mention. Joseph 

of Arimathea’s request to be given the body for a private burial was highly 

unusual.104,105 

Key Points 
• Only in Mark do we hear of Pilate’s surprise that Jesus was already dead (in the original 

Greek, he “marvelled”, asking “how long ago?”).106,107 Long experience in conducting 

these executions showed Pilate that a victim of crucifixion typically lived for a day or 

two, yet Jesus died after only six hours.108 For this reason, Pilate summoned the 

centurion, a reliable witness whose word he could trust and most likely the one in 

charge of the crucifixion we encountered in the previous verses.109 

• Pilate gave the body to Joseph, the original Greek indicates that he “granted” this as a 

gracious act of favour.110,111 That request by Joseph took courage, as Pilate would have 

been conscious of the deterrent effect of crucifixion and that such a request could be 

seen as questioning Roman justice.112,113 As a senior member of the Sanhedrin, Joseph’s 

courage is also apparent in his open dissent from them by offering his newly made 

family tomb, given the ruthlessness with which the Sanhedrin had followed through 

with their intent to kill Jesus, whom they had condemned as a blasphemer.114 Joseph 

disagreed with their decision about Jesus (Luke 23:51).115    

• It is probable that the Day of Preparation, on which Jesus died, was a Friday and, 

therefore, an ordinary working day. This allowed for commerce (Joseph purchased 

spices and linen) and activities such as taking Jesus down from the cross, placing his 

body in a tomb, and moving the stone.116 
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• The Synoptics only mention wrapping Jesus’ body in a linen cloth, perhaps in 

recognition that, two days earlier, he had already been anointed for burial by the 

woman with the alabaster jar (Mark 14:3-9). With so little time before the Sabbath 

began, Joseph had to act with speed. Jesus’ body would have first been washed before 

being wrapped in linen. Even with the help of Nicodemus in John’s account, where 

spices were added, there would only have been enough time to undertake the 

minimum preparation of the body to meet Jewish requirements of the Law.  

• This set the scene for the return of the women to the tomb once the Sabbath was over 

to complete the anointing of Jesus’ body.117,118 For that purpose, the women witnessed 

the precise location where Jesus’ body was laid, then went home to prepare the spices, 

pausing for the twenty-four hours of the Sabbath (Luke 23:56). As we noted in the 

previous session, the women provide the primary witness to the concluding verses of 

Mark’s Gospel, linking the final scenes.119,120 They saw Jesus die (15:40-41), saw him 

buried (15:47), and will discover the empty tomb (16:1). All this during a time when no 

legal status was given to the testimony of women, and yet to them is entrusted being 

the witnesses to these events.121 It also gives us more insight into the mixed nature of 

Jesus’ entourage from Galilee.122 

Discussion:  Consider the courage of faithful believers such as Joseph of Arimathea and 

Nicodemus, who risked loss of position and status, perhaps more. Can you name Christians 

throughout history whose bravery of faith you admire?   

   What would you say is the bravest thing you’ve ever done for Jesus?  

 

  


